“nee, 














SE SY 





RELIGIOUS MONITOR, 


EVANGELICAL REPOSITORY. 





MAY, 1888. 


Art Il. Remarks on hearing the Word. 
“ Take heed how you hear.” Luke viii. 18. 
(Concluded from page 487.) 

6. To hear profitably, it is necessary that persons be divested of pre- 
judice. Prejudice is offence without any just cause, and is taken some- 
times against the speaker himself, as in the case of Christ’s hearers, who 
said, “ ls not this the Carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary?” 
&ec. “and they were offended at him.” Sometimes it is against the doc- 
trines delivered, as some of Christ’s hearers said, “ This is a hard saying 
who can hear it? and they walked no more with him.” Resentful pre- 
judice is most displayed when doctrines are of a reprehendatory nature, 
when their besetting sins are reproved. The world hated Christ, be- 
cause he testified of it, that the works thereof were evil. The witnesses 
inthe Revelation were so treated, and all who are faithful in the dis- 
charge of this important part of their office. Wherever prejudice does 
exist, either against a preacher or his doctrine, hearing, in this case, can- 
not be with any profit. No matter how agreeable doctrine may be to 
the divine word, if at variance with their pre-conceived opinions, preju- 
dice is the inevitable consequence. The word in this case, is not recei- 
ved with that meekness and love, as to make it either take root in the 
heart or bring forth fruit in the life. When the evil of sin is exposed 
and reproved, if the prejudiced hearer suppose it is intended for others, 
to whom he considers it applicable, he hears not only with patience, but 
with pleasure. But if his conscience tells him that he himself is the man 
to whom the reproof is applicable, he thinks the speaker has him exclu- 
sively in view, though never thought of ; prejudice immediately takes 
the place of patience, which is manifested in keen resentment. Other- 
wise minded was David, when he said, ** Let him that is righteous smite 
me; itshall be a kindness.” Another inspired writer says, “ Open re- 
buke is better than secret love, and faithiul are the woucds of a friend, 
but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” 

The character under consideration is identified with the scorner. who 
loveth not one that reproveth him Such are described in Isa. xxix. 21. 


But such should remember that as the scriptures themselves are proisa- 
Vou. XIV. 34 
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ble for reproof, as well as for doctrine, so ought sermons to be. Such as 
spurn at reproof, are identified with those of old, who said, prophesy to 
us smooth things, prophesy deceits. To do which, is to be partaker of 
other men’s sins. But the divine command to ministers, is, “To ery 
aloud, and spare not, but show men their sins and transgressions, whet}. 
er they will hear or forbear.” Knowing the terror of the Lord, they arp 
to persuade men to break off their sins by repentance, and flee ‘from 
wrath to come. 

It is only in this way that ministers can be free from the blood of 
souls, and be faithful in the great trust reposed in them.—Would that 
such as now spurn at reproof, would seriously cénsider these fwords 
‘Thou shalt mourn at the last, and say, how have I hated instruction,” 
&c. (Prov. v. 11-13.) Candour, the opposite o! prejudice, is a noble 
qualification in a profitable hearer. Candour, like charity, suffereth long 
and is kind, and not easily provoked; thinketh no evil, but rejoiceth in 
the truth. A candid person will hear the word, not asa critic, but as 
one that will be judged by it. Neither will he despise men of plain tal- 
ents who preach the truth, and appear to have the eternal welfare of their 
hearers at heart. 

7. Meditation on what is heard is another requisite in a profitable 
hearer. In this way, good impressions are retained in the mind, and 
are ever ready as subjects of serious and profitable reflection. If the 
word go in at the one ear, and out at the other, as we say, no good can 
be got. If the word lie open and exposed, like uncovered seed, which 
the fowls of the air can easily pick] up and devour, then will be verified 
that declaration, “‘ When one heareth the word of the kingdom, and un- 
derstandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one and taketh away the 
word which was sown in his heart.” 

It was one descriptive characteristic of clean beasts under the law, 
that they chewed the cud ; which was a suitable emblem of meditation 
on the word that has been heard. This has a tendency to treasure up 
the word in the heart, to impress it upon the mind, and to store the me- 
mory with many precious truths. Says David, one of the most profita- 
ble hearers of God’s word, ‘Thy word have I hid in my heart,” &c. 

Conversation also has a happy tendency to bring to remembrance the 
truths that have been heard. In such religious and soul edifying conver- 
sation, Christ sometimes comes to his people, as to the two disciples go- 
ing to Emmaus, after his resurrection. Such meditation and conversation 
on the divine word, indicates profitable hearing—even that the divine 
blessing has accompanied it. But does the conversation of most people 
indicate that they have heard aright, and that the word has been blessed 
to their edification? It is alas, indeed, far otherwise. What is the gen- 
eral conversation of people in going to and from the place of divine wor- 
ship? It is on any thing but religious subjects, generally upon the state 
of crops, markets, &c. The interval of worship also is in general spent 
in the same manner, which is very remote from sabbath sanctification, 
and a right improvement of gospel ordinances. See Isa. lviii. 13. 

8. A general knowledge of the christian system is necessary t0 4 

rofitable hearing of the divine word. Without such general knowledge, 
Fittle or no good can be got of the word. What good could one be sup- 
posed to receive from a discourse upon a philosophical subject of which 
he had no knowledge? In like manner, what good could one be sup- 
posed to derive from a discourse upon the decrees, atonemeut, regene- 
ration, &c. of which he had no previous knowledge? Of this we have 
a notable instance in the case of Nicodemus: how ignorantiy did he 
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express himself upon the subject of regeneration, when discussed in his 
hearing by Christ himself?’ Hence, we may see the truth of a scrip- 
ture assertion, “ for the soul to be without knowledge is not good.” 
The clearest developement of divine truth to an ignorant mind, is like 
presenting @ beautiful landscape to one blind; or harmonious sounds to 
one deaf. It is like sowing seed upon uncultivated ground ; which, how- 
ever well moistened with rain, or warmed with the sun’s rays, no fruit 
jis produced. As ground must be prepared for the reception of seed ; so 
must the ‘allow ground of the heart be broken up, and under suitable cul- 
tivation to receive the incorruptible seed of the divine word. An un- 
derstanding and believing heart must go together. A discourse on any 
subject, of which there is little or no knowledge, where the terms and 
every thing are new, must be very unpleasant, and the hearer feel very . 
little interested. It is in this case, little more edifying than in an un- 
known tongue. Many there are who hear the -word, but understand it 
not. With relation to whom Christ says: “ when any one heareth the 
word and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one and catch- 
eth away that which was sown in his heart.” It is a precious promise of 
Christ to his disciples, that they shall know the truth; and to them itis 
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. How con- 
tented, alas, are many, to be grossly ignorant upon the most important 
subject; even the great affair of religion, in comparison of which all 
others dwindle into insignificance. Even reading, which is a noble pre- 
parative for hearing, is generally in such books as have no tendency to 
prepare the mind to a profitable hearing of the divine word. Ignorance 
of the general topics of religion, is a plain reason why there is so much 
unprofitable hearing. This is a loud call to parents to instruct their 
children in the first principles of the oracles of God. Then is the mind 
prepared by suitable cultivation, profitably to hear the divine word. 

9. The conscientious hearer takes heed not only how he hears, but 
what he hears. He is not an indiscriminate hearer. If he were, then 
most reasonably might he expect thistles to grow instead of wheat, and 
cockle instead of barley. All are not alike to him. He is not as chil- 
dren tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine. 
Instead of being carried about with divers and strange doctrines, he stu- 
dies to hold fast what he has already attained ; and lest he should be led 
away by the errors of the wicked, he, like the good Bereans of old, 
searches the scriptures, and brings what he hears to the law and the tes- 
timony, the only infallible standard of doctrine and practice. He does 
so not only with what he hears, but with the very principles of the party 
with which the preacher is connected. If either the doctrines which 
he hears, or the principles which he reads, want the sanction of “ thus 
saith the Lord,” then he says with the spouse, “‘ Why should I be as one 
that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions ?” 

I shall not here enter upon the controversy of occasional hearing ; only 
I would make this remark. There is a great difference in going to hear 
in a different communion, where the gospel is expected to be faithfully 
preached, and going to hear known errorists, as Arians, Arminians, So- 
cinians, Universalists, Papists, New School men, &c., where to hear a 
good sermon, as in the former case, is not in the least intended, but 
merely to gratify a vain curiosity. This I consider the very worst kind 
of latitudinarianism ; even no better than going to the Synagogue of Sa- 
tan. With regard to all such, the divine inhibition is, go not afier them ; 
ceage to hear the instruction which causeth to err. Those who indulge 
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this vain curiosity in these cases, entirely disregard the divine injunction, 
«Take heed dow and what ye hear. 

lt is an opinion advanced by some, even of unquestionable orthodoxy 
that it never will be a matter of inquiry in the great day of accounts 
uhom we heard. ‘Then in what case will the injunction apply, ‘Take 
heed what ye hear.” 1 would consider it had no application, no men. 
ing; we might indiscriminately hear whom and what we will, regardless 
of all distinction between truth and error. Though this characterize the 
conduct of the thoughtless throng, it has the sanction of few, worthy of 
the appellation, orthodox. : 

Why, it may be asked, is it that so many crowd after errorists, and 
so few wait upon an evangelical dispersation of ordinances, where the 
truths of the divine word are clearly brought to view? I know no rea. 
son but this. The former, by their corrupt doctrine, please those of jg- 
norant and corrupt minds. We are told of some who cannot endure 
sound doctrine. ‘These, therefore, do not receive the truth in the love 
of it, that they may be saved. Whatthen? they are given up to stiong 
delusions to believe a lie. The faithful heralds of the cross, warn of sin, 
duty and danger; tell their hearers that they are dead in trespasses and 
sins; that all their righteousness is as filthy rags ; that when they have 
done all, they are but unprofitable servants; that of themselves they can 
do nothing to avoid future misery ; that 1f ever saved. it must be by the 
righteousness of the divine Saviour. These are humiliating doctrines, 
and they have no inclination to search the scriptures, to see whether they 
be true or false. 

It is remarkable how rarely erroneous and sectarian teachers inculcate 
the duty of searching the scriptures. Though they do not go so far as 
the popish clergy, to criminate and condemn the duty, they are, never. 
theless, as silent in relation to urging it, as if it were really criminal.— 
Not like Paul, who never shunned to declare the whole counse} of God, 
and who, fearless of detection in error, boldly said, “1 do speak as to 
wise men; judge ye what I say ?” But how were they to judge what he 
sa.d, but by the scriptures? When persons avoid places where error is 
known to be taught, instead of despising ordinances in this case, they 
are really contending for the truth and taith once delivered to the saints, 
and obeying the divine injunction, “ Take heed what ye hear.” 

1, The command, * Take heed how you hear,” implies also, that what 
is heard must be reduced to practice. Doctrine and duty must go togeth- 
er, * Teaching them to observe whatsoever 1 command you.” And says 
James, i. 22-25, “ Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own selves ; for if any be a hearer of the word and not a 
doer,” &c. Acid says Christ, * Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say? + lessed are they that read, and hear, and keep 
th words o! this prophecy.” David said he had sworn that he would 
keep God’s righteous judgments. 

‘hat is the intention of hearing, but to ascertain the will of God, so 
as to observe it. ‘The religion of many consists in little mure than the 
profession of an orth dox creed. They have a name to live, and but 
scarcely a form of godliness. They virtually say of Christ’s yoke, that 
it 1s heavy, and of the commandment, that it is grievous. Says Christ, 
in a beautiful parable, “ Whoso heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, is like a wise man who built his house upon a rock. But every 
one that heard his sayings, and did them not, is like a foolish man, who 
built his house upon the sand.” James says, “ Wilt thou know, O vain 
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man, that faith without works, is dead?” He that believeth must be care 
fulto maintain good works; that is. discharge the duties which God re- 
quires, and avoid the sins which he has forbidden. For * the gospel 
which bringeth salvation, teacheth us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously and godly, and to adorn the doctrine 
of God, our Saviour, in all things ;” an. not be like Ezektel’s hearers; 
« They come unto thee as the people cometh, they sit before thee as my 
people, and they hear thy words but they wil not do them; for with 
their mouth they show much love, but their heart goeth after their + ov- 
toisness.” Most appropriate to this is the answer in the shorter Cate- 
chism ; “* That the word may become effectual to salvation, we must at- 
tend thereunto with diligence, preparation and prayer, lay It up tm our 
hearts, and practice it in our lives.” 

Many are willing to hear, but most reluctant to practice what they do 
hear. Fearful is the consideration of aot obeying the gospel ; they will 
be punished with everlasting destruction /rom the presence of the Lord, 
end the glory of his power. Says one, “ There is no substantial evi- 
dence of profiting by what we hear, unless it be accompaimed with the 
death of sin, and a life of righte usness.” And says another, “ Hear the 
word of God with a sincere resolution to obey it. Wecan scarcely im- 
agine a greater inconsistency, than to hear the word with apparent seri- 
ousness, without intending to comply with its directions. It is a solemn 
mockery, concealing under an air of reverence and submission, a deter- 
mination to rebel.” And saith our Lord, “ If ye know these things, hap- 
py are ye if yedo them” “ He that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.” Some, to avoid Arminianism on the one hand, run 
into Antinomianism on the other; an evil as great in every respect, as 
the other. 

In conclusion, 1 would make a more direct appeal! to different classes 
of hearers. 

1. You who very rarely attend the ordinances of a preached gospel ; 
to do which, is not to you a matter of the least concern. But, remember, 
to neglect the ordinances of God, is to contemn the God of ordinances ; 
and despise the great salvation which is obtained only by the ordinances 
of divine institution. Think of these fearful words. Behold, ye despi- 
sers,and wonder and perish. H that despiseth despis-th not man, but 
God. Read with serious attenton, Prov. i. 22-33. The world, for which 
you now barter your soul, will nothing avail you in a dying hour, or on 
the great day of final retribution. Nor will your hardness or impeniten- 
cy secure you against the wrath of the Lamb, on that day when we must 
all stand before his judgment seai. ‘Things which you esteem nw only 
as the cant of priest-craft, will then be found to be matters of fearful 
reality. Since it pleases God by the foolishness of preaching, to save 
sinners of mankind] you are under as heavy obligation to attend the 
EesPel, as the povrest, and those least incumbeved with the affairs of this 
fe. 

It was in attending Paul’s preaching, that the L.ord opened the heart of 
Lydia. If ever you expect a similar mercy, you must be seriously em- 
ployed. It is by the word of truth that persons are begotten again to a 
lively hope. “Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my 
gates, waiting at the posts of my doors,” 

%. You that attend upon the word with considerabie regularity, bu ‘n 
the most formal and unconcerned manner, without the l-ast desire of 
being benefitted, or the least sign of refurming the evils with which 5 ou 
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are chargeable, or observing the duties which you are guilty of neglect- 
ing. But renember the word leaves no one as it finds him. “ He that 
being oft reproved and hardeneth his neck, shal! suddenly perish and 
that without remedy.” The word will be the savour of life, or of death. 
“ God’s word shall not return unto him void, it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto he sent it.” To hear the word is not to you a matter of the 
least conscientious concern, but you will at last find it to be a matter of 
the very utmost importance ; a thing in which your eternal all is con 
cerned. Your light, giddy, and gazing manner, and drowsy habits, tel] 
to all, that your attendance is not with any view to the edification of your 
soul. See Eccl. v. 1. ‘Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of 
God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools ; for 
they consider not that they do evil.” 

As ministers must give an account, both as to the how and what they 
preach, so must people give an account of the how and what they hear. 
In hearing the word, there is really a drawing near to God in the ordi- 
nances of his institution; and if it be done in faith, with reverence and 
godly fear, then may we expect that God will draw near to us in gracious 
manifestations. But if otherwise, in a mere formal, hypocritical manner, 
then may we expect that he will say, “ Who hath required this at your 
hands, that ye should tread my courts ?” 

3. You who were once regular in attendance, but have now either 
given up the duty, or attend very irregularly. It is surely bad evidence 
of growth in grace, of perseverance in the christian course, of holding 
fast what you have already attained, of contending for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. Is not the relinquishment of duty, rather evidence 
of backsliding and apostacy, which originates in the neglect of 
one duty, then of another, and of another. going onward in the down- 
ward course’ You can look back to a time when your attendance was 
regular when in the reach of your power, though attended with many 
inconveniences ; now, painful irregularity marks your attendance, though 
attended with no inconvenience. In this case, it must be said, it is not 
with you asin years past. What effect do you think, will your example 
have upon vour family, upon your neighbors, upon the congregation to 
which you belong, and especially upon persons of no profession! When 
they see you, a professor of religion, neglect ordinances, will they not 
consider their negligence as sanctioned by yourexample? Are you not 
then accessary to their sin and misery? Can you say that you let your 
light so shine before men, that they, seeing your good example, are led 
to glorify your Father in heaven / 

But it not unfrequently happens that persons not only abandon ordi- 
nances, but proceed from muttering complaints, to join the defamer in 
language of calumny and slander. Yes, slander the very minister whose 
call you signed, and declared you judged him qualified to break for you 
the bread of life, and feed you with knowledge and understanding. Do 
you not resemble Paul’s Galatian hearers, who once could almost have 
plucked out their eyes for him, and yet became his enemies because he 
testified of their works. that they were evil ? You will perhaps say, you 
have not the edification which you expected, or formerly experienced. 
But see that the blame does not attach to yourselves. Perhaps preju- 
dice, failure in prayer, attention on private duties may be chargeable 
upon you. Who then is to blame? These, or any of them, will ope- 
rate as a dead fly in the box of ointment. The very ordinances of which 
you complain, as sterile and unedifying, may be to others the joy and 





Sketch of the Moravians. 535 


rejoicing of their souls, and the savour of life unto life. If ever | had 
any thing like enjoyment in ordinances, it was at a time when dissatis- 
faction and prejudice ran so high against the minister, (whom | heard 
with satisfaction,) that he had to relinquish his charge. Witness a simi- 
lar treatment of the worthy Jonathan Edwards of New England, against 
whom prejudice in some of his hearers was so great, he had to leave his 
church and seek repose to his peaceful mind, in ministering to the Indi- 
ans. Ministers are not impeccable ; they are men of like passions with 
others ; and frailties and imperfections are to be expected in them, as in 
others. Andif they are to be withstood, because they are blame wor- 
thy, the rule of procedure is plain. “If thy brother trespass against 
thee, go tell him his fault, between thee and him alone.” But the more 
usual way is to go and tell his faults, whether real or imaginary, to any 
but himself. This is joining with the unprincipled evil speakers, encou- 
yaging them in sapping the foundation of a gospel ministry, obstructing 
a minister’s usefulness, and disheartening him to do the work of the 
Lord faithfully. He can have little pleasure to seek texts and prepare 
discourses, when he knows every thing he says and does is to be quarrel- 
ed with, and even when doing his best to be dutiful and useful. Such 
querulous hearers, cannot be said to hold their ministers in reputation, 
and to esteem them highly for their works’ sake. Even allowing they 
are to be blamed, withdrawment is not the legal mode of obtaining re- 
dress. This is taking law at your own hand. If your appeal to himself 
afford not the wished for satisfaction, by the law of the house you are 
then to appeal to the church judicative. To neglect ecclesiastical courts 
isnot only to act at pleasure, but to set aside the order of Christ’s house. 


But only farther, remember that the way of duty is the way of safety ; 
negligence in duty is not the way that the candle of the Lord may shine 
upon you, and that it may be with you as in times past. If you are con- 
scious to yourselves of attending to your duties, as pointed out in the 
pages of this paper, your grounds of complaint will greatly diminish. 
Therefore, take heed how you hear. I speak as to wise men, judge ye 


what I say. DELTA. 


Art. Il. Historical Sketch of the United Brethren, or Moravians. 
(Continued from page 494.) 

The beginning of the sixteenth century, forms one of the most import- 
ant epochs in the history of the Christian Church. After a long night 
of intellectual and spiritual darkness, barely rendered visible by the 
scanty rays of scriptural ‘ight breaking forth here and there, it now 
pleased God to remove from a great portion of nominal Christendom, 
the thick veil of ignorance, and “to destroy the face of the covering” 
which had concealed from them the knowledge of His Holy Word. 

It was not long before the news of the exertions of Luther, and the 
success which attended his labors, reached the Brethren in Bohemia and 
Moravia, and was hailed by them with joy and thanksgiving, as the ear- 
nest of better and brighter days to the church. A century had elapsed 
since the death of Huss; but one of his last sayings was not forgotten, 
when addressing his judges in these words: “A hundred years hence, 
you shall answer this to God and me.” ‘This saying now seemed likely 





536 Sketch of the Moravians. 


to be verified, and the prayers and hopes of the Brethren for a genera] 
reformation in religion, to be realized. They, therefore, in 1522, ¢, pu. 
ted two of their mimsters, to visit the German Reformer—to EXpress the 
lively joy they feit at the success with which it had pleased God to crowpy 
his exertions, and to give him au account of their doctrine and consti. 
tution. 

Luther received the deputies with great cordiality, a knowledged their 
love for the truth, and declared that his former prejudices against ti 
Brethren had now been removed. In 1532, they transmitted to hi 
their Contession of Faith, with which he was so well pleased, that he 
caused it to be printed at Witten erg, with a recommendatory preface 
from his »wn pen. A few extracts from this preface may with proprie. 
ty be inserted. 

* While | was a Papist,” says the reformer, “my zeal for religion 
made me cordially hate the Brethren, and consequently, likewise the wri- 
tings of Huss. I could not, however, deny that he taught the doctrines 
of holy writ, purely and forcibly, so much so, that I was astonished that 
the Pope and Council of Constance had condemned this great and wor. 
thy man tothe flames. Yet such was my blind zeal for the Pope and 
the Council, that I instantly put the book out of my hand, and felt terri- 
fied at myself. But since God hath discovered to me the son of perdition, 
I think otherwise, and am constrained to honor those as Saints and Mar- 
tyrs, whom the Pope condemned and murdered as heretics, for they have 
died for the truth of their testimony. To these I reckon the Brethren 
commonly called Picards: for among them I have found what | deem a 
great wonder, and what is not to be found in the whole extent of Pope- 
dom, namely, that setting aside human traditions, they exercise them- 
selves day and night in the law of the lord; and though they are not as 
great proficients in Hebrew and Greek as sume others, yet they are well 
skilled in the Holy Scriptures, have made experience of its doctrines, 
and teach them with clearness and accuracy. I hope, therefore, all true 
christians will love and esteem them,—Yea, we are bound to give hearty 
thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to the riches of his glory, hath commanded the light of his word to shine 
out of darkness, that he might destroy death in us, and quicken the life 
of grace. We sincerely rejoice, both for their sakes and ours, that the 
suspicion which heretofore alienated us, and made us reciprocally treat 
each other as heretics, has been removed, and that we are now gathered 
into one fold, under the only Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, to whom 
be glory to all eternity. Amen.” 

Of their Confession, he writes, “I therefore recommend to all pious 
christians this Confes-ion of the Brethren, which will clearly show them 
with what foul injustice they have been traduced, and even condemned 
by the Papists.” 

Similar testimonies in favor of the Brethren, may be found in the 
works of several of Luther's principal assistants in the work of refor- 
mation. 

The good understanding thus established between the German Refor- 
mers and Moravian Brethren, remaiued uninterrupted, each honoring the 
respective merits of the other. Luther, though decidedly their superior 
in those qualifications which are essential to a National Reformer, Was 
yet willing to receive brotherly advice from them whenever he discov- 
ered the justice of their remonstrance. This related particularly to the 
introduction of a stricter discipline in the Protestant Church, a subject 
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which was a favorite topic with the Brethren. They sent five successive 
deputations to the Reforme is, lor the purpose of conferring with them on 
this subject. At the close of one of their last conferences, Luther, in 
presence of the other divines and professors, gave the deputies the right 
nand of fellowship, with these words: “ Labor diligeutly in the work of 
Christ, as you have opportunity ; we will do the same as far as hes in 
our power.” He also declared his esteem for their ecclesiastical disci- 
pline in these words: “Since the days of the »postles, there has existed 
no church, Which in her doctrine and rites, has more nearly approxima- 
ted to the spirit of that age, than the Bohem'‘an Brethren. Although they 
dy not excel us in purity of doctrine, for all the articles of faith are taught 
by us | lainly and clearly, according to the word of God ; yet they far 
excel us in the observance of regular discipline, whereby they blessedly 
rule their congregations, and in this respect they are more deserving of 
praise than we. This we must concede to them for the honor of God 
and the sake of truth ; for our German people will not bend under the 
yoke of discipline.” 

" During their conferences with Luther and his associates, the fame of 
the Brethren reached Surasburg, where the learned divines, Frabricius 
Capito and Martin Bucer were employing their time and talents in ad- 
vancing the cause of the Reformation. They wrote to the Breturen re- 
questing a faithful account of their history doctrine and constitution. To 
satisfy their enquiries, the Brethren deputed Matthias Erythreus, whose 
account of their church affected tucer so much, that in presence of the 
other Strasburg divines, he testified his unfeigned pleasure with evident 
emotion. He afterwards addressed an atlectionate letter to the Breth- 
ren, in Which he writes, “It is the inmost wish of my heart, that you 
may never lose the precious gift you have received from God, but may 
rather by your example, excite us to atta:n to the same. For you are at 
present the only people in Christendom. to whom God hath given not 
only sound doctrine, but also a pure, scriptural church discipline, conve- 
nient and salutary, not painful, but profitable. We pray the Lord to 
confirm this character of his kingdom, and to extend it from day to day.” 

In similar terms did Frabricius Capito express his good will towards 
the Brethren. John Calvin, at that time minister of a congregation of 
French refugees in Strasburg, likewise cultivated a friendly intercourse 
with them, and embodied several of their regulations in the constitution, 
framed by him for the church in Geneva. 

Thus, though no close external connection was formed between the 
Reformers and the Brethren, because the latter feared that this might by 
degrees rob th ir church of their scri, tural discipline, yet both parties cul- 
tivated reciprocal fmendship and brotherly love. 

The Waldenses in France about this time sent a deputation to their old 
friends, the Brethren, giving them an account of their oppression from 
without, anJ their internal dissensions, soliciting their aid and counsel, 
and proposing a union of the twochurches After a full examination of 
their doctrine, the Brethren freely grauted their request, and ad.nitted 
the deputies, during their six months’ residence among them, to the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s supper in their church. 

After enjoying repose for nearly thirty years, the Brethren were aga n 
called upon to prove the sincerity of their faith, by submitting to new suf- 
ferings tor the cause of Christ. 

In 1546, Charies V. Emperor of Germany, commenced the well known 
War against the Protestants, which raged in many parts of the German 
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empire for thirty years. The Bohemians refusing to assist their king 
Ferdinand, who was one of the emperor’s allies, were declared rebels 
and their refusal was chiefly ascribed to the Brethren, whose frequent jp. 
tercourse with Luther, was alleged to have for its — the elevation of 
the Elector of Saxony to the throne of Bohemia. Ferdinand, therefor. 
inflicted heavy penalties and punishments on the Brethren. Persons of 
rank and influence among them were expelled the country, and their 
property confiscated ; others were thrown into prison. 

Among those imprisoned was their oldest bishop, John Augusta, who 
was treated with ruthless cruelty. His daily allowance of bread and 
water was barely sufficient to support nature ; he was moreover frequent. 
ly scourged, and three times put to the rack, in order to extort from him 
a confession of his brethren’s supposed guilt. He lingered sixteen years 
in confinement, and was not liberated until after the death of king Fer. 
dinand. 

His successor, George Israel, met with similar hard usage. A ran- 
som of a thousand guilders was demanded for his freedom. Not being 
possessed of that sum, his friends and parishioners offered to pay it, but 
he refused to accept it, saying: “It is enough for me to know, that | 
have been once and fully ransomed with the blood of my Saviour Jesus 
Christ; it is unnecessary for me to be ransomed a second time with sil- 
ver and gold; therefore keep your money, it will be of use to you in your 
approaching exile.” He afterwards effected his escape. Relying on the 
protection of God, and having dressed himself like a clerk, with a pen 
behind his ear and some paper and an ink-horn in his hand, he ventured 
in broad day-light to quit his confinement in the castle of Prague. He 
passed the guards unobserved, and travelled into Prussia. 

In many places the churches of the Brethren were now shut up, and 
their ministers either banished or made prisoners. Some fled into Mora- 
via; others concealed themselves during the day, and at night went forth 
to minister aid and comfort to their brethren. ‘The common people were 
commanded, either to return to the Romish church, or quit the country in 
six weeks, Many were discouraged, and joined themselves to the Calix- 
tines, but a numerous body, conducted by their bishop, emigrated to Po- 
land, and were kindly received by some of the nobility. Their residence 
here, however, lasted only ten weeks, for the Roman Catholic bishop of 
Posen, did not rest till he had obtained a royal edict, by which they were 
banished the country. 

From Poland they travelled into Prussia. Duke Albert, who had be- 
fore offered them land in his dominions, received them with open arms: 
and as some persons endeavored to render them suspected of false doc- 
trines, he ordered five ministers to examine them. The result was, that 
the doctrine maintained by the Brethren was found in every essential 
point to agree with the Augsburg confession. An edict, dated March 
19th, 1549, was in consequence issued, conferring on the Brethren the 
same civil rights which were enjoyed by his other subjects, together with 
full liberty to retain their own ecclesiastical constitution.* 





* It is worthy of remark that Prussia has often been a place of refuge for the persecuted 
and oppressed. The following quotation from ‘‘ Letters from Austria,’’ by ‘ Americanus’ 
was lately published in the Commercial Advertiser. ‘‘ As we approached Saltzburg, we met 
many Tyrolese families, with their waggons containing their household goods, some walk- 
ing, some riding, and others walking and driving their cows. As soon as I saw them, I sus- 
pected that they were the poor people of Zitherthal, a valley in the Tyrol mountains, not 
far from Inspruck, and about sixty English miles from Saltzburg. These people, nearly 500 
in number, some months ago turned en masse, from being Roman Catholics, to the Protes- 
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By the zealous exertions of George Israel, before mentioned, assisted 
bs John Cocytanus, another minister of the Brethren’s church, — con- 
ations were, in the short space of six years, * collected 1 1 Gre at 

Po Poland. 

About this time, the doctrines of the Reformation were propagated in 
Little Poland by some Swiss divines, with considerable success. These 
ministers € ultivated cordial frie ndship with the Brethren, and desired to 
form a close alliance w ith the church. In order to effect this, a Synod 
was convened at Casminice in 1555, attended by ministers and delegates 
from both churches, and by several Polish Woy wods, besides a deputa- 
tion sent by the duke of Prussia. In this assembly the confession of 
faith and thé ecclesiastical constitution of the Brethren, after unde rgoing 
a minute examination, were approved, and a closer union formed between 
the two churches. This act was ratified by all the members of the Synod 
giving each other the right hand of fellow ship, and celebrating toge ‘ther 
the memorial of Christ’s death in the hol. communion. 

By a public instrument prepared in 1556, the divines of the Reformed 
chureh in Switzerland sanctioned this union. Calvin wrote concerning 
itto Poland: “ From your agreement with the Waldenses (so he ¢ vals 
the Brethren) I hope much good will accrue; not only because God does 
always bless the communion of his saints, the members of the body of 
Christ, but also, because I believe, that the e xpe rience of the Waldenses, 
who have been long tried in the Lord’s service, will be profitable to you 
in your beginning of the christian warfare. There fore it should be your 
diligent study to pe rfect and promote this pious union.’ 

The negociations, betwixt the Brethren and the Reformed church in 
Poland, were sti!i continued, A Synod was convened at Xyansin 1568, 
attended by deputies from both churches. The subject of church gov- 
ernment and discipline was warmly debated. It was objected to the 
ecclesiastical constitution of the Brethren, that it was too much assimi- 
lated to Popery, giving undue power to the clergy: and that a constitu- 
tion might be found more consonant to scripture. To the charge of in- 
vesting their ministers with too great authority, the Brethren replied that 
it was unfounded, as they believed their government was purely scriptu- 
ral, and allowed of no compulsion in matters of conscience. Their cler- 
gy, they said, possessed no temporal power or worldly honor, and were 
as much subject to the civil law of the State, as any of its inhabi- 
tants. 

At length the Synod, by plurality of votes, resolved to adopt the con- 
stitution of the Brethren with this single modification, that the bishop 


tant faith. Then commenced the hellish work of persecution. The priests of course took 
the lead, and soon the whole region was in tumult. ‘The intolerant and priest-ridden govern- 
ment of Austria, at length ordered them to sell off al] that they possessed, and leave the 
country, within a few weeks. This was to ruin their temporal affairs ; and besides, whither 
were they to go? They were too poor to go in mass toAmerica. What then was to be 
done? In their extremity they sent two or three of their number to Berlin, to tell the good 
old king of Prussia their troubles. And he, to his honor, sent a commissioner, the Rev. Dr. 
Straus, one of the court preachers of Berlin, to Vienna, to intercede for these poor people, that 
they m ght have time allowed tliem to sell what they could of their things, and bring what 
they could withjthem to Prussia, where theyfshould have land given tothem, This proposition 
was acceded to, and now they are on their way toa kingdom i in which so many persecuted 
protestants of furmer tirfes, out of France and other countries, found refuge. As | passed 
these poor people, I could not but thank God that they had found a friend in this Continent, 
and for the blessings of religious liberty which so delightfully reigns in my own country. 
Dear old king of Prussia | the blessings of ‘‘ many ready to perish will rest” upon him: he 
isa worthy man.’ 

* This is attested by the Pope’s legate Fergerius, who had been sent to hold a visitation 
n this country. 
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should be joined by a senior-civilis, or lay-elder, in the superintende 
every district or diocese, the number of which amounted in Little Poland 
to seven, and in Lithuania to six.* 

This union of the congregations belonging to the Reformed, and the 
Brethren’s church in Little Poland, displeased the | utheran Congrega 
tions in Great Poland. The superintendent of the latter, therefore 
Erasmus Ghieznen, invited George Israel, the senior of the Brethron's 
church, to attend a Synod assembled at Posen, in 1567. At this meet. 
ing the Lutheran superintendent insisted that the Brethren shuld so 
aside their own confession of faith, and adopt the Augsburg confessioy 
As they could not come to an amicable agreement, the question was ie 
ferred to the theolngical faculty of Wittemberg, who decided in favor of 
the Brethren. The subject was again discussed at two subsequent 
Synods. These discussions paved the way for the celebrated Synod of 
Sendomir. ; 

This assembly met in the month of April, 1570, and was very numer. 
ously attended. Besides deputies from the Reformed. Lutheran and 
Brethren’s churches in Poland, there were present many of the Polish 
nobility, whe elected Sborowsky, Woywod of Sendomir, presiden , 

After many fruitless attempts to agree to a new confession of faith, to 
be received by all the Protestants in Poland, the Synod then cane to an 
unanimous resolution, that each party should retain its own confession of 
faith and ecclesiastical dise pline, without thereby dissolving the general 
bond of brotherly love and christian union between their respective 
churches, as there existed no difference of opinion among them on any 
fundamental doctrine of religion. This was followed by another res. 
lution, in which it was declared, that they would acknowledge the ortho- 
doxy of their respective confessions, terminate their former dissensions, 
and avoid all controversies ; on the contrary, they would cultivate brother- 
ly love, mutually assist each other in the performance of divine service, 
conforming to the customary ritual of the church in which they were 
calied to officiate, and send deputies tu the general Synods of each dis- 
tinct community. 

The ditlerent subjects, embraced in these resolutions, were afterwards 
embodied in a public document, called Consensus S ndomiriensis, (i.e 
the Agreement of Sendomir.) This document was unanimously receiy- 
ed and subscribed by all the members of Synod, who gave ech other the 
right hand as a pledge, that they would faithfully and sacredly observe 
the articles of agreement, maintain brotherly love and peace, and mutu- 
ally promote the extensi n of Christ’s kingdom. 

At subsequent Synods this agreement was confirmed, some clauses or 
cauons being added for the purpose of preserving peace, maintaining 
discipline, and concerting measures for establishing schools, which should 
be open to children of all the three confessions. These Synods were 
punctually attended, not only by the clergy, but also by the lay-elders 
of the three churches, and the deliberations were for some time conduct- 
ed with candor, and in the spirit of love. 

This unanimity did not last long, however, for a part of the Brethren’s 
and a part of the Lutheran church began to oppose these terms of agree- 


Nee of 


* From this time the Brethren’s Bishops in Pola d styled themselves Seniors, to avoid 
giving off nce either to the Ret ormed (Calvinists) or the Romen Catholics. They, how- 
ever, retaimed th: title of Bishop on their correspondence with Episcopal churches among 


Protestants. Sore of the circumstances in which the Brethren were placed way exteuuace 
this line of conduct, but cannot whuily excuse it. 
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ment. In the hope of allaying the ferment, which agitated all parties, 
another general Synod, was, in 1595, convened at Tnorn This assembls 
was more numerously attended than any preceding one, by ministers and 
jelegates from the three Protestant denominations. The results of this 
Synod did not correspond with the hopes of the friends of the union. 


Th Lutheran party would listen to no accommodation; and by degrees 
broke off all connection with the other churches. The union between 
she Ri formed and the Brethren, on the contrary, Was more firmly ce. 
vented, so that in a few years these two denominations furmed but one 


mented, 
church in Poland. 


At this distance of time it isdifficult to arrive at any satisfactory con- 
clusion how far the transactions in Poland, were beneficial or injurious to 
the Brethren’s church. It is certainly the duty »f all, who call themselves 
the disciples of Jesus, to cultivate the spirit of love, and to avoid every 
thing which would needlessly break the bond of union. But union may 
he too dearly bought. And that this was the case seems to hav. been 
the opinion of Amos Comenius,* who, after relating the transactions of 
the Synod at Xyans, in 1560, expresses his disapprobation in strong 
terms. According to his judgment, carna! and political wisdom bore 
the sway. ‘The union did not materially benefit either party. 

[To be continuea. ] ° 


Arr. III. Eloquence of Facts. 

ist. In those States in which legalized slavery exists, many citizens 
are to be found who are an houor to their country, and an ornament to 
religion and virtue. That slavery is pre-eminent amoung the prevailing 
sins is admitted by a large proportion, who would rejoice at its remedy. 
Recrimination is sweet to carnal men. “Slavery exists in the free 
Siates and England, as well as the South,” say its apologists, “ only in 
another form. Those oppress their hirelings, refuse equality to their 
servants and peasants. This is the very genius of slavery, which exists in 
the south, in only another form.” 

2d. The church is accountable for the sin of slavery. This is a day 
of “ compromise ” The present political policy seems to be, not what is 
right, but what selfish ens can be gained by each respective party strik- 
ing adividend, making equal sacrifices of truth an/ seund principles ! 
This has become in a mournful degree, the policy of the church. A dis- 
position to conform to tne world has ever been her curse. A reference 
might here be had to the late Ge: eral Assembly, convened at the city of 
Philadelphia ; not that this very respectable religious community “ are 
sinners abuve” all others; “1 tell you nay,” but as an instance illustrat- 
ing what is common among almost a.l other churches. When the spirit 
of refurm was making laudable advances, some wished slavery to be 
subjected to its purifying ordeal. But, No. Loud vociferations were 
heard in the Convention, and this admirably convenient logic was used 
to silence all gainsayers, “* The constitution of the Presbyterian Church, 
like that of the United States, in which slavery is tolerated, was formed 
on the compromise principle.” +» Aud the southern branch of that church 





* He was the last Bishop of the ancient Brethren’s Church. 
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with all other religious denominations, a few Seceders, &c, exce 
have struck a compromise with the world, on this subject. If the 
the noble, the legislative powers, yield to them their applause and 
port, they readily agree to wield the influence of their church-co, 
and united efforts, to apologise for this evil, to administer palliative ap, 
dynes to the troubled consciences of their members, and to excite po c 
lar prejudice against the faithful few, who, taking off the silvered cloak 
expose this evil in its native deformity. Their ecclesiastical records, ang 
uniform conduct on this subject for a long lapse of time, give unerring 
testimony, with its own sorrowful comment. ° 

Had the different branches of the church been faithful to the cause of 
humanity and righteousness, the trust committed ; had Oppression in its 
infernal origin, in its maturity in the kingdom of Antichrist, in its natiy: 
tendency, as exhibited in all Catholic communities, been correctly por. 
trayed, as in its nature calculated to work the ruin of civil society, o 
morals and religion; had their united moral energies been exerted to 
arrest its desolating march, and to rescue virtue and liberty from its de. 
basing thraldom; had they with firmness proclaimed the Redeemer’s 
love, which is without “ respect of persons—bond or free,” and the ma- 
jestic power of his Gospel, which * gives liberty—and the opening of th 
prison to them that are bound—and breaks every yoke ;” had they closed 
the doors of admission to fellowship against “* Man-stealers’” alike with 
horse-thieves, &c. ; if—lke Elijah and Daniel, and Paul and Luther, and 
the Puritan-Fathers, and the martyred hosts who, rather than “enjoy the 
pleasures of sin’’ or betray the cause of truth and righteousness, chose 
to suffer and die in its defence—they had independently unfurled th 
banner of the Saviour’s love, and hazarded all its support, this fell mon- 
ster could not have now numbered its myriads of slaves in the land of 
American freedom. But “the fear of man bringeth a snare” and the 
silver-tongued favor of man gives with its kiss, a mortal stab. Humani- 
ty, and justice, and equity, and gospel purity lay bleeding and expiring, 
and the church, cheered by the smiles of the world, spreads a golden 
mantle over the tragic scene. 

3d. Much can yet be done with safety for ihe removal of this great 
evil. It is not true that a person dare not speak on the subject of sla- 
very, nor lament the evil, nor urge upon the slave-holder the propriety of 
liberating their oppressed. This cannot indeed be done in the tone ot 
menace. Abolitionists, and many sincere advocates of universal free- 
dom, have greatly erred, and needlessly incurred much prejudice against 
their righteous cause, by using harsh terms, opprobrious epithets, bold 
invectives, and by their imprudent conduct while commingling with 
southern society. Such a course may irritate, but never reclaim. Mild 
terms, gentleness, love, these are the weapons to be wielded with suc- 
cess. And the ample experience of others besides the writer, justifies 
the assertion, that with prudent precautions the doctrine of emancipation 
may be avowed with safety in all respectable intelligent circles. Not 
only so, but a lamentably rare fact proves that these sentiments may be 
taught with impunity from the pulpit. There is to be found even at this 
time of unusual excitement on this subject, a minister of the Secession, 
who faithfuily from the pulpit, and publicly in discussions, maintains these 
doctrines, with a manly independence which might put an ever-redden- 
ing blush on the many obsequious vacillating sycophants of the day. 

4th. There is at present a special urgentcall in Providence for the chris- 
tian community to interpose the weight of their moral influence for rec- 
tifying our political and religious institutions in regard to slavery. 


pted, 
rich, 
Sup. 


rts, 





The Prophet of Judah at Bethel. 543 


Not only the long injured humanity, and cries of the oppressed, but 
likewise the sincere prayers and anxious wishes of many in this region, 
many slave-holders, and many eminent for their political and religious 
influence, and the present agitations and investigations on this topic, all 
concur in a loud appeal to the sympathies of each member of Christ's 
body to do something, devise some measures for remedying this evil. 
it will not do to merely shed tears over the prevalence of this soul-ruin- 
ing, man-exalting, God-dethroning sin; nor to sit down in idleness, and 
wait till the increasing flood of difficulties glide all by. Something must 
be done, and God, and mercy, and love, and concurring providence say 
that delay is unwise, is cruel. 

5th. In fine, accumulating facts proclaim in language not to be misun- 
derstood, that slavery cannot long exist. Whether God shall “arise for 
the oppressed” and break their yoke by righteous judgments, or through 
the instrumentality of the church and the gospel of peace roll back the 
tide of popular prejudice, and give to our legislative counsels a portion 
of heavenly wisdom to devise means, compatible with the safety and 
happiness of all for removing the evil, is yet uncertain. But this will 
be effected. The truth, the justice of God, his righteous vengeance, 
which will not for ever sleep, the impulse given to the spirit of Free 
liberty, the proximate advance of the promised season of Milennial 
glory, when “ the lion and the lamb,” the slave and his master, softened, 
sanctified, transformed by the omnipotence of grace, shall live, and love, 
and embrace each other as equal—all give demonstrative evidence that 
the iron sceptre is falling from the hands of oppression—that despotism, 
and tyranny, and slavery shall soon be found only in the annals of times 
noted for cruelty past and for ever gone. 

And as every true christian must deprecate any measure calculated to 
excite insurrection among the slaves, or injure the peace and prosperity 
of these communities, divine wisdom, heavenly aid, should be supplicated 
for guidance in this affair. There are impeding difficulties of a moun- 
tain height, which the spirit of God alone canovercome. Societies may 
indeed be useful as subordinate auxiliaries; but to the church, and to 
the arm of omnipotence exerted through her instrumentality, must we 
look for help. Instead of merely pitying the slaves, let us do something 
for evangelizing and improving the moral condition of these * our neigh- 
bors ;” instead of calumniating or reproaching the slave-holders, let us 
ever bear them on our spirits before the throne of mercy ; instead of 
sullen menace and wrath, let a fraternal feeling of interest, and love, and 
prayer, be the only weapons, wielded without carnal motives, and then 
with God on our side, we need not fear. ‘Arise, Lord, let not man 
prevail.” “The Lord reigneth, let the earth be glad”—and he will 
“judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the man of the earth may 
no more oppress.” 

A TRAVELLER IN THE Sovutu. 


Art. IV. The Prophet of Judah at Bethel 
(Continued from page 448.) 
1 Kings xiii, 11-25. ‘* Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel ; 
and his sons came and told him all the works that the man of God had 
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done that day in Bethel; the words which he had spoken unto the kin 
them they told also to their father,” &c. That this man was, ee 
Targum and Josephus call him, a false prophet, is evident from his cop, 
duct recorded here. A good man would never have dared to tel] sy ha 
wilful lie in the name of the Lord ;—would neither have remained him. 
self amongst idolators, nor have suffered his sons to attend, and by their 
presence, at least, countenance false worship. He is probably called g 
prophet from his having formerly attended the schools of the prophets 
When the truth prospered and was protected under Solomon’s reign, jt 
is probable that he passed for a very good sort of a man, and a popular 
prophet ; but when idolatry and false worship became the fashion of the 
day—when the multitude took the side of sin, this worldly-minded pr0. 
fessor, this dead soul, like the dead carcass, will swim with the stream 
even though its direction is downward to the ocean of the wrath of God. 
It he had any conscience leit, he would strive to silence its reproaches 
by pleading that though he did not openly testify against idolatry and er- 
ror, neither did he hold communion with idolators ; but deemed it suff. 
cient to preach, perhaps, and profess privately the truth, without need- 
lessly rushing into quarrels and dangers, when it could do no good, If 
men will follow false worship, and serve sin, why should I sacrifice my 
property and popularity, by attempting to oppose what it is evident will 
prevail ! 

Thus the false prophet probably varnished over his faithlessness and 
fall, and thus tried to excuse to his awakened conscience, his sinful silence, 
when the truth was bleeding, souls perishing, pierced by the sword of 
error, and the laws and the honor of the God of Israel torn up and trod- 
den down, to make way for the useless inventions and institutions of men, 

What his design was in bringing back the prophet of Judah, does not 
clearly appear. Gill, in hs commentary, supposes that it was done out 
of compassion, and from a desire of the company and conversation of 
the prophet ;—Henry, that it was done with a bad design, to ensnare 
him ; while Scott thinks it was the fear of being censured for his cow- 
ardice and selfish: ess, that led him to show this kindness to the man of 
God — I cannot however think that there was either kindness or compas- 
sion for the wearied prophet, in the design of this deceiver. It was sure- 
ly far from the spirit of real kindness and mercy, to lead a brother, by a 
deliberate lie, to disobey his God, disregard his duty, and defile his soul. 
Neither can I think with Scott, that there was no malice in the design.— 
His lying and treachery, and the means he used to seduce his neighbor 
to sin, proclaim the powerful operation not only of selfishness, but of bit- 
ter malice in his heart. Is it not probable, then, that there was still some 
reverence for the truth remaining among these will-worshippers ; and 
that the universal contempt felt for an apostate, even by those he 
meanly counte ances ; the scorn often expressed for his worl 'ly-minded 
trimming, was seen, or feared by this false prophet, and thus filed his 
heart with bitterness against the innocent cause of all. He well knew 
that men often feel an involuntary respect for honest integrity, and a 
faithful defence of the truth, even when they hate or despise that truth. 
They honor him at least for his honesty and sincerity ; but what does a 
trimmer des: rve save contempt. Such thoughts as these probably stirred 
his malice, and at all events, he will compass the ruin of this intruding 
meddler. If he could only bring him back, get him to eat and drink, and 
thus contradict what he had said——then, if punishment fell on the disobe- 
dient prophet, his malice would be gratified ; or, if he escaped, he would 
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take occasion for insisting that this man was not a prophet of the Lord ; 
that what he had uttered, he had spoken out of his own head, and that 
there was no necessity for making so much noise about a few harmless 
additions to God’s institutions. Thus he would have a fine opportunity 
of excusing and proving the propriety of his conduct in not interfering 
with other people’s modes of worship; and in trying to prove that his 
commission meant one thing, when it said another. “Thou shalt not 
hate thy brother in thine heart; thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him.” It was then, I think, both mal- 
ice, and a selfish anxiety about his popularity and the opinions of men 
on his conduct, which was also virtually condemned by this bold repro- 
ver, that led him to form and execute his diabolical design. Could any 
principle less powerful, have led him to forge a downright falsehood, 
—to defy Jehovah’s Omniscience—to attempt to make God a party in 
his sin, and seek the destruction of his servant? This view of his con- 
duct, will, I think, be strengthened, on examination of the whole case. 

Having learned from his sons the road the prophet had taken on his 
departure from Bethel, he “went after the man of God and found him 
sitting under an oak,’”’—faint, no doubt and weary —“ and he said unto 
him, Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah? And he 
said, I am. Then he said unte him, come home with me and eat 
bread.- And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee; 
neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: For it 
was said to me by the word of the Lord, Thou shalt eat no bread nor 
drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest. 
He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake 
unto me by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him back with thee 
into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied 
unto him. So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house 
and drank water.”’ 

Thus, by pretending to a divine revelation, this profane scoffer 
succeeded in his design. A godly man never would thus have ridicu- 
led those mysterious intimations of God’s will, with which his prophets 
were favored, nor have dared so lightly to lie in the name of the Lord. 
He had an object, however, to gain, and alas, was successful. Buteven 
while they were eating, as they sat at the table, that God whom he had 
profaned, and whose vengeance he had braved, forced him to publish 
his owr infamy, and also proclaim the doom of the disobedient prophet 
whom he had deceived. (See Verses 19-22.) After this heavy mes- 
sage, the prophet of Judah sets outon his return. While it seems pro- 
bable that the old false prophet gave the man of God the beast on which 
he rode. to carry him home, yet, neither he nor his sons accompanied 
him. He had reason tndeed to fear, that if the burning thunderbolt 
fell on the disobedient prophet whom he had brought back, it would not 
spare him. 

When the man of God was gone, on the very borders of Bethel, a 
lion, commissioned by God for his punishment, met him by the way 
and slew him; and his carcass was cast in the way, and the ass stood 
by it, the lion also stood by the carcass. (Verses 23-32.) Contrary to 
its ferocious nature, it tore not the corpse, it touched not the beast on 
which the prophet rode, it assailed not the men that passed by, but stood 
guarding the dead body; and thus, by a strange miracle, proclaiming 
the danger even to God’s dearest servants, of disobeying his will, and 
affording fearful evidence of the terrible punishment awaiting wilful 


apostates. The lion stood by the body till the false prophet came and 
Vou. XIV. 35 
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spared even him. God would make use of this wicked man in providin 
a grave for his servant’s body. He must bury him in Bethel, that his 
dust and his terrible death might continue to testify what his lips had 
uttered—the danger and the sin of all false worship, and the certainty 
of its sooner or later bcinging down desolating judgments. How mys- 
terious, that God in his — guarded this impious man from the 
fury of the lion, while his own servant fell its victim. One day, all 
shall be explained. In the mean time let not thine heart envy pros- 
perous sinners. What thou knowest not now, thou shalt know here- 
after. 

But leaving this false prophet to the stings of his guilty conscience, 
and the fearful forebodings of coming wrath, let us attend to the cause 
of the death of the prophet he deceived. In what did his sin consist? 
He had much to plead in palliation of his compliance with the deceiver. 

1. That he also professed to be a prophet of the Lord; an old man, 
and one who seemed to be a good, and honest, and hospitable Israelite. 

2. He asserted that he had an express injunction from the angel of 
the Lord to bring him back. 

3. Though the tenor of his instructions forbade him to eat and drink 
with the false worshippers of Bethel, yet he might plead that it was not 
expressly forbidden, and therefore would seem not to be sinful to eat 
and drink there with his fellow servant, a prophet of the Lord. 

4. He might suppose that God in compassion to his wearied and ex- 
hausted frame, had sent this, though contrary to his former command, 
as a message of mercy, that he might be strengthened for his journey. 

5. He might think, and the old prophet would no doubt pretend, that 
he had no sinister designs—no object to gain by deceiving—that he 
was serving the same God, seeking the same heaven, and wished his 
brother well. 

In what then did his great sin consist? It was a great and God dis- 
honoring sin. He had the Lord’s express command to guide him and 
go by. That command was not recalled. He had no evidence that it 
was. He had the bare assertion of the false prophet; but this was no 
proof. What confidence could he put in a prophet, who by his sinful 
silence countenanced idolatry, and bore no testimony for the truth !— 
His sin then was simply this: he had a divine command forbidding him 
in any way to countenance idolatry; and when tempted to disobey his 
directions, he did not inquire what was God’s will. He neglected what 
by many is still neglected, to make the appeal to the law and the testi- 
mony, to try the spirits, and ask counsel of God. 

In looking te the grave of this man of God, we may say in Josiah’s 
language, “What ttle is that that! see?” (2 Kings, xxiii.) On his 
grave, as it were, we see written, and by his death hear proclaimed the 
danger of disobeying God, or guing contrary to his word, though urged 
by the world—by deceitful brethren—by bold and lying assertions—by 
plausible pretexts—by carnal desires—by the most powerful motives 
only to touch and taste the tree of death. His doom stands as a solemn 
and terrible warning to God’s people in every age, never to do what 
the word of God does not enjoin, or what it expressly forbids; but 
steadily, in the face of both threatenings and entreaties, go forward in 
obedience to the orders of the Eternal. 

In making a few general observations on the instructions we should 
draw from the subject, I notice : 

1. That if the multitude—if friends and brethren, like the false pro- 
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phet urge us to go back, or oppose the word and worship of the living 
God, we must not comply. 

The history before us plainly teaches us this. If like Israel in the 
wilderness, we beheld a pillar of fire and cloud ever before us, to point 
out the path of duty and direct all our movements, we would deem it 
an inestimable privilege. Well, brethren, God has given us from hea- 
ven this blessed book, as an unerring guide ; and following its directions, 
taking it as a light to our feet, and a lamp to our path, amid all the jar- 
rings, and confusion, and danger of the vain inventions and opinions of 
men, it will conduct us to our Father’s house in peace. Now when false 
brethren, or a careless world would tempt you to transgress, and draw 
you away to walk by some other light than that of the law and the tes- 
timony, let the doom of the prophet of Bethel teach you your duty.— 
Yield, and you are lost. Nay, to parley with temptation is ruinous.— 
The opinions and practices of the multitude are not to be depended on. 
The force of fashion, the influence of nambers has indeeda_ powerful 
influence on the mind. With difficulty we can believe, even though the 
pillar of the word is seen pointing in another direction, that the road in 
which the multitude walk is that broad road which leadeth to destruc- 
tion. Because the multitude press to ‘“‘ Bethel, and swear by the sin of 
Samaria,” the road to Bethel seems highly recommended, and we are 
ready to imagine that it is much more probable that one prophet should 
be mistaken, than that such multitudes should be wrong, and rushing on 
to ruin. Reasoning thus, the infatuated votary of the world rushes on 
in the broad road, and helps to add to that mighty tide of numbers which 
willin the same way draw some other careless wanderer in, and then an- 
other, and another, till the stream of popularity, bearing down with irre- 
sistible force, sweeps all who are thus governed, into the embrace of 
error or the gulf of Atheism. The standard of heaven is lost sight of. 
The backs of the multitude are turned on the pillar of truth. But truth 
is truth, though but one prophet preach it; and error is sin, though fol- 
lowed by the multitude, and supported and adorned with the power and 
splendor of kings, and tribes, and nations. 

O that the spirit of a Noah, and a Daniel, Samuel, and a David ani- 
mated all the professed people of God. ‘‘ Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth.” “I have resolved, and said that | would keep thy holy word.” 
But instead of this, what do we see. Tbe great inquiry is, not what is 
the willof my Father, what the decision of my Judge on this point? 
No,—but what will the world say of me? How will my neighbors think 
and talk, if I make such a profession—if I testify against such a sin— 
if I observe such an unfashionable duty? Such a man has given up his 
soul a slave to the world. He dare not think for himself. Though 
conscience condemn and the Bible threatens, all scruples are overcome, 
all remonstrances are silenced by an appeal to his master. “If I am 
wrong, alas! for thousands. Will you pretend that your opinion is of 
more weight than so many good and great men who are against you?” 
As far as the pillar of God’s word goes with the multitude, he will go; 
and so far, all will pass smooth; but when it comes to God’s words or 
man’s words—God’s way or man’s—God’s decisions or the customs of 
the multitude, this time-server is snared by the fear of meii. 

But further, we must not comply with the customs of the multitude, 
nor the entreaties of friends, by going back in forbidden ways or wor- 
ship, because their conduct and counsel will not justify us. The lie of 
the false prophet did not justify the man of God in disobeying his instruc- 
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tions. Those instructions were binding till God himself re-called them 
and that God had countermanded them, the prophet had no sufficient 
evidence. He could plead the assertion of the false prophet, in arrest 
of judgment, but this plea could only be an aggravation of his offence, 
as it would show that he had yielded the same respect and reverence 
to the bare word of a mere man, that he had shown to the divine com- 
mand ; and when they came in competition, that he would prefer follow- 
ing the advice of the former, rather than cleave faithfully to the com- 
mands of his God. Here was one part of his sin, and here is the sin 
of many of the professors of the present day. Forgetting that truth is 
eternally binding, that its authority can never be affected by what men 
say, or do, many flatter themselves that they are safe enough in turnin 
from its guidance, because they see numbers pressing on in the path be- 
fore them. But, as this plea will be no justification, neither will it shield 
us from danger. The old false prophet seduced the man of God into 
sin, but could not shield him from death, the consequence of his disobe- 
dience. Many imagine that the numbers who side with them afford a 
comfortable evidence—that a crowd will shelter them even from the 
avenging thunders of heaven. Miserable self deception! When God 
arises to execute vengeance, if millions are on your side, who of them 
all can procure your pardon, or prevent your being crushed by the pow- 
er you have braved? Men may talk—the cant of the day may assert 
that God will not destroy such multitudes—that it cannot be so many 
good and Jearned men should be in error—or, at all events, that it can- 
not be dangerous error. This is all sophistry, it is all the pleadings of 
the prophet of Samaria, it is all just a refusal, under one pretence or 
other, to yield unreserved obedience to the directions of God’s word. 
The multitude of sinners an apology for sin! See the waters of ven- 
geance sweeping over millions of will-worshippers, and learn a different 
lesson. Society the mother of safety ! See the Sodomites sinking, cov- 
ered and consuming by the terrible fires of heaven, and never dare, on 
such a plea, to risk God’s displeasure by disobeying his word. 

The number of those whom the world calls good and pious, an excuse 
for walking in ways unwarranted in the word ! See another lesson taught 
in the doom of the prophet Judah—see a far different lesson taught for 
nearly two thousand years, in the scorn and suffering, the tortures and 
deaths endured by the unhappy Jews for this sin. Nay, hear it ex- 
pressly proclaimed by that voice of the Lord which shaketh the heavens, 
which spake, through his servants, every iota of this book, and will soon 
summon us to judgment. (Amos v. 4.-5. 8.14. Rev. xiv. 9-11. 

Il In the second place, we are taught here, that though bold and ly- 
ing assertions, like those of the false prophet, together with contempt, 
and ridicule, may be employed to lead us astray, in either principle or 
practice; we must notcomply. As satan lied to our first parents, as 
this Samaritan lied to the man of God, so, in the face of immutable 
truth, it is still boldly asserted—ye shall not die—ye shall not be lost — 
you are safe enough in these forbidden ways. Be not deceived by the 
assertion, that such and such men, will be saved in such a church, hold- 
ing errors, and practising unwarranted modes of worship; and that 
therefore, you too, will be safe enough in following them. How know 
you that they are safe in the path oferrort Have you ascended to the 
heaven uf heavens, and there heard the voice of the Eternal proclaim, 
that their innovations on his worship, and their neglect of his truths, are 
not hateful in his sight? Besides, whatever excuse they may be able to 
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plead, as to their ignorance of the truth, or the want of opportunity of 
ascertaining what is error, and what is not, in divine worship; you, at 
Jeast, can urge no such excuse. You know the truth, you have been 
warned of the danger of all unwarranted principles and practices in di- 
vine worship; and wo is me for the foolish man, who to be with the 
multitude, runs counter both to conscience and the word of God. The 
question on which our changeless destiny hangs is, not what men say or 
think, but what God hath spoken and commanded. Think of the doom 
of the prophet at Bethel, and remember, that for neglecting one truth, 
or complying in one instance with what the word of God forbids, the 
judgment of God may fall too upon you. Think you, they are good 
men or great men in heaven’s estimation, who neglect or corrupt any of 
the institations of the God of heaven’? This old prophet laid claim to 
the character of a good man, and even of an inspired servant of 
teh Lord. 

Men’s pretensions to goodness must be sifted, betore we venture the 
soul’s safety on their assertions and opinions. But even grauting that 
good men hold error, will that excuse us in following their steps? Are 
good men infallible? Must we be guided by their mistaken notions, in- 
stead of the decisions of an infinite God? However bold, then, the at- 
tempts to break down our attachment to the truth—however impudent 
the assertions of the subverters of the faith, go forward as the word 
enjoins. Let no difficulties discourage, let no dangers dismay. There 
are really more with you, than all that can be against you. Let not 
contempt and ridicule drive you from the truth. Every fool will be 
meddling here, and will join in the ridicule. With many too, his laugh 
will pass for reason. A scoffing banter about bigotry and over.righte- 
ousness, with many, passes for an argument. How foolish and weak, 
and sinful is this. The hiss of scorn will not quench the torch of truth : 
—the senseless sneer of the will-worshipper will not prove his course 
sinless, nor make the friend of the truth less safe. His mockery and 
ridicule will not answer for the ensnared soul, when the day of dread- 
ful retribution draws near, and the sentence written is heard repeated 
by the thunders of heaven: ‘“ Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of 
me, and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him 
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” (Mark viii. 38.) 

Ill. We must not believe nor comply with any assertions, doetrines, or 
dractices in divine worship, however plausibly supported, when they are 
not enjoined in God’s word. If we do, we thus attempt to overthrow and 
contradict what God has expressly declared in that word ; the criminal- 
ity of all kinds of idolatry, the sin of all false worship. In this, too, 
the Jewish prophet failed. By returning with the false old man, and 
eating in the idolatrous city, he thus, by his practice, contradicted what 
he had preached, led backsliding Israel to suppose that false worship 
was not so very hateful as he had asserted ; and that, if he could go so 
far with safety in countenancing forbidden ways, they might venture 
further. Does some deceiver or careless one say to us, like this false 
prophet, that we may walk unrebuked of heaven in ways of worship, 
and by rules of our own, if they are not expressly forbidden in the Bi- 
ble? This is his assertion, but where is the proof? You have only his 
word for it, that it is sinless. And O will you run the risk of God’s 
displeasure, resting on the “ perhaps” of a miserable and mistaken worm 
of the dust? ‘To add the least iota to the word or worship of God, be- 
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yond what his spirit has prescribed ; to alter it in the least, is to sit in 
judgment on your Maker, and to call in question his infinite wisdom. 
And because ap ignorant and erring mortal says it is sinless, will his as- 
sertion make itso? ‘This spirit, if allowed to spread unchecked, would 
soon drive the truth from the earth, and bury the gospel under the rub- 
bish of superstition and error. If the sound doctrine and holy precepts 
of God's word may be altered in one point, why not in another? [f 
God can be acceptably worshipped in one forbidden way, why not in 
another? If one unauthorised invention may, without sin, be admitted 
into divine worship, why not another, and another, till the calves of 
Bethel and Dan are found occupying the house of God. Let your en- 
quiry then be, not what will false prophets, or mistaken friends, or a 
misjudging world have me do and profess, but “ Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do!” 

1V. Carnal desires and worldly interests must not tempt us to run 
contrary to the commands of God. The man of God, wearied and 
hungry, was probably on this account more easily influenced by the as- 
sertions of the false prophet; and his bodily wants blinded him, in a 
measure, to the sin of satisfying his desires in a place accursed of God. 
And thas the love of riches, of popularity, of praise, still present strong 
temptations to draw us from truth and duty. The Bible, however, has 
provided God’s people with armour of proof to resist this and every 
other enemy. ‘“ What is a man profitted if he should gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?” What madness to sell the favor of God for 
the breath of dying worms; to exchange the treasures of eternity for 
the trifles of time; to sacrifice the truth for the praise of men! The 
young, in an especial manner, are easily influenced here; and to them 
I would say :—will you suffer the ribaldry of infidelity to laugh you out 
of heaven? Can the scorn of fools mase you afraid «f Christ’s cause 
and t.aths: or the ridicule of those who wiir soon stand trembling be- 
fure une God whom they have insulted, make you afraid or ashamed of 
openly testifying your attachment to what should be your crown and 
glory’ O, is it mean to give credit to the God of truth? Mean to be 
found with the few who respect every letter, every word of the Eter- 
nal God? Mean to refuse to bend to what is wrong? Mean to imitate 
angels in reverently obeying all the injunctions of the God of glory? 
Meun to be known as one, who has a heart-felt reverence for all the 
truths of the God of holiness? Mean to have it known that you dare 
not, and will not, cease to serve and love Him and His worship, whom 
angels countit their glory toobey ? Are you in doubt, then, whether you 
should obey this command of men, or countenance that addition to 
God’s institutions? “Ihave a message from God unto you?’ Obey 
the word, but follow not a multitude to do evil. Are you in doubt 
whether so many whom the world calls great and good, can be in error, 
when they urge you to go with them and do as they do? “TI havea 
message from God unto thee.” Try the spirits by the standard of the 
word. How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, 
and his word acorrect rule, then let him be worshiphed, and his word 
alone followed: but if Baal and Baal’s advocates can prove the sin!ess- 
ness of their courses, then pass over with impunity to their side. But 
never till then. Never till they can prove that you wiil be safe, dare to 
risk your eternal all on the bare assertion of any man or set of men, 
however learned, however holy in the world’s estimation. Are you in 
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doubt whether it is right or wrong to go occasionally to Bethel to wor- 
ship :—to countenance, by your presence at least, what your own con- 
science, as well as God’s word tells you, wants the divine sanction? “I 
have a message from God unto thee.” “Cease, my son, to hear the in- 
struction that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.” “ What 
doest thou here, Elijah?” The careless and profane will perhaps try to 
persuade you, that it is time enough yet to attend {0 these things—that 
if the truth is important, still, a little more time may with safety be 
given to the world—that we may go back, and eat and drink, and make 
merry awhile in Samaria; instead of instantly pressing forward to Je- 
rusalem and giving instant attention to our dying souls. Beware of 
this temptation. What will you gain by going back? A few moments 
enjoyment in the perishing pleasures of sin, at the expense of happiness 
forfeited and the soul lost. Believe not the tempter when he tells you, 
it is time enough to begin the journey Zion-ward. Comply not, when 
he urges you to-day to go back to the world, and enjoy its pleasures ; and 
then give to-morrow to God. To-morrow comes, and the same plea, 
strengthened by indulgence, is repeated. ‘To-morrow, ah! to-morrow, 
like the false assertions of the Samaritan prophet, how many hast thou 
undone! ‘To-morrow—what is to-morrow, that any should boast of it, 
or trust init? It may, perhaps, be your neighbor’s, butmay never be 
yours. And whatthen? Will you suspend heaven, eternity, the life 
of the soul, on an uncertainty ? Can you lie down, and sleep uncon- 
cerned another night, while God is your enemy, and when you know 
not, but, ere to-morrow dawns, the storm of wrath may burst upon your 
soul?’ Time enough to-morrow to have the pollution of the soul wash- 
ed away—time enough to-morrow, to turn from the trifles of a dying 
world to the momentous concerns of eternity—time enough to-morrow, 
to seek the repeal of your sentence of death; when, this night,. the ex- 
ecutioner death may do his office! O, awake to a sense of your dan- 
ger. Flee from the wrath tocome. “ Wide is the gate, and broad is 
the way, that leadeth to destruction; and many there be, which go in 
thereat: because strait is the gate and narrow is the way, which lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be that find it.” The judge stands at the 
door. The great day of his wrath is near; will you be able to stand 
before him then? As you would escape the judgments of heaven, and 
be safe for eternity—* follow the Lord fully :” and whenever tempted 
to do what the word of God does not enjoin, or what it expressly for- 
bids, remember the death of the prophet at Bethel—whenever urged to 
sinful compromisings with error and sin, or an unscriptural neutrality in 
the cause of God ; call those who would persuade you to such a course 
of carnal policy and sinful evasion, to listen to the voice addressing 
them from the grave of this man of God ;—* The friendship of the 
world is enmity with God. Whosoever therefore will be a friend of 
the world is the enemy of God. Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers ; for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath 
light with darkness? And what concora hath Christ with Belial? or 
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with idols? Wherefore, come out from 
among them, and be ye separate saith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 
W. E. 
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In the March number of the Monitor, in an article headed, “ Further 
Remarks respecting the Treatment of our Colored Population,” I per- 
ceive sentiments which I consider at variance with sound principles 
and against which I claim the privilege of entering my solemn protest. 
It was well that the editor put his readers beforehand on their guard 
against some of the doctrines of that article; as it would have been a 
matter of deep regret to have the Religious Monitor give its silent a 
probation to doctrines, which, I honestly believe, can neither stand the 
test of reason or of revelation. It is not my purpose to review very 
minutely the contents of the article in question; I only wish to animad- 
vert on two or three of the positions taken by A. R.; and my remarks 
shall be very brief, as I have neither time nor inclination, at present, to 
enter upon an extended discussion of the subject. 

trst, A. R. more than insinuates that the Bible so far from condemn- 
ing slavery, actually admits its lawfulness. Among other things he 
says—‘‘ The Apostle Paul was no tame, time-serving spirit, and yet we 
find him full and pointed in his directions, both to master and servant, in 
reference to the discharge of relative duties. Now, to give directions 
for properly discharging relative duties, is tantamount to an acknowl- 
edgement of that relation. In the many full and particular catalogues 
of crimes, which we have set forth in the sacred volume, not one of 
them hints at slavery as being one.” (See P. 437.) 

And is it so, that the Holy Bible does not condemn stavery! A. R, 
himself is pleased to denominate slavery a sin, a national sin ; and does 
not the Bible condemn sin, ail sin, yea, even national sins? He calls 
‘t asystem by which “ the black man is manacled down in cruel bond- 
age, all the energies of both body and soul fettered with chains which 
a Sampson could not break ;” and yet he supposes that a system lead- 
ing to such horrid treatment of immortal beings is not condemned in 
the Bible! In his preceding article, (a truly excellent and valuable 
one,) he thus speaks of the poor “down-trodden” slave. “For him 
knowledge never opens her treasures, nature never unfolds her beau- 
ties, religion never pours her consolations into his vacant heart.—Point 
to the listless swine, and talk to me about his pleasures and enjoyments; 
point to the laborious ox and tell me of his contentment and happiness; 
this | can hear; they have enjoyments suited to their natures; but talk 
not to me of well fed and well clothed rational beings. Point not out 
to me comfortable stables, where all the relationships of life are con- 
founded, as the abode of purified hearts—as the residence of sanctified, 
immortal natures.—Among all the vices of the human family, where its 
prevalence is great, none are so destructive, none are so deadening, as 
that of inconsistency.”’ &c. &c. And now I would solemnly ask A. R. 
if it can be possible that God's own Book admits the lawfulness of a 
system, or of a relation, if he pleases, which bears such hellish fruits’ 

We do not say that the Bible uses these identical words, sLavERY 1S 
A SIN: neither does it in so many words declare that duelling, gambling, 
horse-racing, cock-fighting, bull-buiting, horse-stealing, &c. are sins: But 

it contains general principles, from which the rational mind can readily 
infer that these things are transgressions of God’s law. And it is so 
with respect to slavery. There are certain great principles and moral 
lessons laid down in God’s word, which, in their application, necessari- 
ly and forever condemn it. One of these is, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” But does that man love his neighbor as himselt, 
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who holds him as his property, compels him to labor for his exclusive 
advantage, and who claims the right to sell him for a certain amount of 
dollars and cents? Candor answers, NO! Another of these principles 
.. « Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto ydu, do ye even so 
ynto them.” A just application of this principle would cause slavery 
instantly to wither and die. The slave-holder dare not say, nor yet his 
apologists for him, that “ he is doing to his slave as he would have his 
ave do to him.” How then can it be maintained that slavery is con- 
sistent with divine revelation? Again, there is a principle involved in 
the following direction, which most effectually condemns the slavery ex- 
sting in these United States. ‘“ Fathers, bring up your children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” This is the language of Al- 
mighty God to all parents, be they high or low, rich or poor, white or 
black; but slavery steps in between Jehovah and many parents, and 
says, NO, it shall not be thus! And the poor, helpless, heart-broken 
slave-parent is compelled to say to his Maker, “ The children which 
thou hast given me are not mine, but master’s, who will not suffer me to 
bring up his chattels in the nurture and admonition of the Lord !’’ 

| might proceed to almost any length in adducing such general prin- 
ciples as these, and which, as candor and conscience must admit, lay the 
axe at the root of slavery: I will, however, mention but one more, viz: 
« Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal.” (Col. 
iv. 1.) The Greek scholar knows, that this direction is much stronger 
inthe original than in the translation. Indeed, according to a well 
known rule in Greek grammar, it should be translated, “ Masters give 
to your servants justice and equality.” Justice anp Equatity! The 
Apostle is an abolitionist! Who is su blind as not to see that his direc- 
tion saps the very foundations of slavery? Let slave-holders only com- 
ply with his direction, and slavery is at once annihilated. For, if they 
render “justice” to their slaves, they will give them theirfreedom. Yes, 
the very first act of justice will be to tell the slave, the victim of long 
continued outrage and wrong, that he is from henceforth the owner of 
himself, that his right to himself is now surrendered up to him, and that 
he may call his hands and his feet, his body and his soul, his own, and 
not another’s. And if slaveholders were to act towards their slaves on 
the other principle expressed by the Apostle, “ equality,” this also would 
speedily terminate the existence of slavery; as it would cause the 
slaves to be treated as men and brethren. And now, wil A. R. still 
maintain that the Apostle, in this direction to “ masters,” acknowledges 
the lawfulness of slavery? Or will he charge me with straining the 
Apostle’s meaning,’ Then let him go to certain places in the regions of 
slavery and there lift up his voice like a trumpet and say with the faith- 
ful Apostle ‘‘ who was no tame, time-serving spirit,” “ Ye slave-holders, 
give unto your slaves justice and equality,” and 1 am mistaken if he find 
not some to understand Azam asI understand the Apostle, and who will 
manifest their understanding of his meaning by threatening, at least, to 
lynch him on suspicion of his being a ‘‘ Northern abolitionist,” “a mis- 
erable fanatic ;’ because common sense will teach them that a compli- 
ance with such a direction, is every way tantamount to “immediate 
emancipation.” 

A. R. asserts that in all the “catalogues of crimes” given us in the 
Scriptures, slavery is not mentioned; and hence he concludes that it is 
not there condemned. But though the word “slavery” is not found 
there, yet the things which constitute slavery, the wicked ingredients of 
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which it is composed are found there ; such as injustice, cruelty oppre 

sion, keeping back wages, uncleanness, man-stealing, §c. Now wits. 
A. R. agree with me, that if all the parts of a system be condemned 
the system is condemned asa whole? But it will probably be saiy by 
some reader, that surely the sin of “ man-stealing’ cannot, at present 
ap; ly to slave-holders in this country, as they do not obtain theirslaye, 
from Africa, but raise them themselves. Well, reader, let us think a 
minute or two upon the subject. How do these slave-holders come jy 
possession of infant slaves? Does not the law of God recognise in pa- 
rents a right to their own offspring? Does not even “nature itself 
teach” that there can be no right of property more indisputable thay 
that which parents have to the “fruit of their own bodies?” But jf 
parents be forcibly deprived of this right, if their offspring be torn from 
their bosoms and claimed as the property of others, to be used or sold 
as self interest may dictate, by what name shall this illegal, unnatural, 
and inhuman deed be characterized ? Is it not stealing, and Stealing too 
of human beings? If it be not “man-stealing,” it is so much like jt, 
that it would be difficult to find a more appropriate term to designate it, 
And now, I ask, how can this conclusion be avoided, unless you divest 
the slave parents of all the attributes of humanity, and place them on 
a level with your cattle, whose young you claim as your property be- 
cause they are brutes. Only grant that these parents are human be- 
ings, and you cannot possess yourselves of their “little ones” in the way 
that slave-holders do, without being guilty of taking them “without 
liberty,” from their rightful owners, God and their parents. Is there 
not, then, some reason for using the term “ man-stealing” in connection 
with modern “slave-holding ? But “man-stealing” is to be found in the 
“catalogues of crimes” contained in the Scriptures. “ The lawis made 
for man-stealers,” says the Apostle, (1 Tim. i. 10.) And in so saying he 
recognizes the moral and perpetual obligation of that precept of the Mo- 
saic code, which runs in these words—“ He that stealeth aman, and 
selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to 
death.” (Ex. xxi. 16.) What a text for aslave-holder to meditate upon! 
“He that stealeth a man”—“he that selleth [a stolen] man”’—*“he in 
whose hand the [stolen] man is found”’—*he shall surely be put to 
death.” But we will not pursne the argument any further. Enough 
has been said to show that A. R. had no just reason for representing 
the Bible as in the least degree giving countenance to the system of sla- 
very. 

Secondly, A. R. finds fault with those churches, (and of course with the 
Associate.) who refuse to hold christian fellowship with slave-holders. 
But if slavery be such a horrid system of iniquity as he describes it to 
be, and as it in fact is, I cannot see by what scripture principle, the per- 
sons who give vitality to that system, who uphold it, who make money 
out of it, and who tenaciously adhere to it, can be allowed the fellow- 
ship of the christian church. What says the Apostle? “Have no rEt- 
Lowsuipv with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them”—“ Neither be partakers of other men’s sins” —“ Withdraw from 
every brother that walketh disorderly” —‘ Come out from among them 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing,” 
&e. 

Because slavery is a national sin, A. R., if I understand him, would 
have slave-holders retained in church communion. On the same princi- 
ple because drunkenness is a national sin, drunkards should be retained 
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in communion. Sabbath-breaking is sanctioned by statute law; must 
church therefore fellowship the sabbath breaker? Acc ording to this 
rine, the Devil has only to make a sin national and that must obtain 
favor for it in the eyes of the church; it may then live in the conduct of 
iodviduals the lives of church members! It is true that slavery is 
:“ natioaal sin.” The non-slave-holding states are involved in the 
lt of it, and consequently the churches “residing i in those States. But 
i ot one Way of extricating themselves from this guilt, for these 
by giving it 
And p< hansies may not be able 
9 this s way to wash re altogether clean of this national stain, 
in ; jsno reason why they should not attempt to cleanse themselves as 
well as they can. Indeed, it is on this very ground of the nationality 
{ the sin of slavery, that I justify the action of churches, societies, 
and individuals in the non-slave- -holding States, in relation to that mat- 
wr. This saves them from the charge of being “ busy-bodies in other 
men's matters.” It is a matter in which they themselves are deeply 
concerned. 
But says A. R. they ought to operate on “ the legislators of our coun- 
ty and not on individual slave-holders. The legislators of slave- 
sliders are themselves slave-holders, and how can they be reached but 
thre rough their constituents, or through the individuals of aslave- holding 
stituency ’ Indeed, A. R. afterwards seems to take this ground ; for 
’ ‘says, “ Should slave-holders themselves engage in this laudable en- 
te ay how much more flattering would be their chance of success?” 
ow the testimony of the church : against slavery, though operating im- 
wed. 3 on individual slave- holders, may ultimately be the means, 
ander the divine blessing, of reaching and influencing the “legislators 
f the country.” In short, if slave -holders and their legislators remain un- 
moved by the testimony ‘and warning of the church and by the decla- 
tions and entreaties of their fellow citizens in the non-slave- holding 
states, and will-continue to cherish this foul system of crime, in oppo- 
sition to the voice of God and man, it argues a wonderful degree of 
stubbornness and perversity, and betokens something like a ripeness for 
divine judgments. But 
— A. R. intimates that the free people of color are in a worse 
ondition than the slaves ; and from this he leaves it to be inferred that 
the church is wrong in insisting on the abolition of slavery in her com- 
munion. But he has himself abundantly overthrown this very assump- 
tion, in his other article, already referred to, when he answers the cavil 
f those friends of slavery, who “regard the condition of our slaves, 
ot only tolerable, but as absolutely better than that of what are term- 
ed free-men, who are subjects of foreign tyrannical governments.” [| 
would refer the reader to that masterly argument, without adding a 
single word myself, only, that the free people of color are the owners of 
themselves, are not compelled “under the lash” to toil for the exclusive 
venefit of others, are found receiving the honest re wards of their own 
ndustry, are left i in the unmolested enjoyment of the domestic rela- 
ions, ke. &c. 
lt is very surprising to find a sensible man writing as follows—* So all 
are slaves. That man does not exist who dares say, Iam free. All 
bondage is essentially the same. The lordly peer bowing at the foot of 
his ince, wears a badge that marks him as truly a slave, as he who 
toils the live-long day with the lash suspended over his head.” (P. 435.) 
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According to his doctrine, A. R. is as much a slave as the poor Af; 
can, who is bought and sold in a southern slave market! [f this qd os 
trine be true, it would indeed be absurd to attempt the melioration of 
condition of our enslaved population, for in delivering them from 
kind of bondage they would only be brought into another “ essenti,)j, 
the same!’ But is A. R. to be informed that there is an essentia) di 
ference between voluntary and involuntary bondage? If the “lordly 
wees alluded to, “ wears the badge of a slave,” he does it voluntarjj, 

ut to enlarge on this point would not be very complimentary to m4 
good sense of the reader. . ' 

I will, therefore, conclude, by remarking, that it is impossible to el. 
vate the condition of the free people of color in our country as long 4s 
the great body of their colored brethren are held in a state of the most 
degrading and brutalizing slavery. Why are they, in their state of 
freedom, so degraded? [tis because of the slavery of the south. Why 
are they denied the right of suffrage? It is because of the slavery ¢f 
the south. Why are they deprived of many privileges which are ep. 
joyed by their white fellow-citizens? It is because of the slavery ex. 
isting at the south. Southern slave-holders make it a point to render 
as odious as possible the freedom enjoyed by colored people—and out 
of deference to the feelings and principles of southern slave-holders 
legislators in the free States will do nothing to elevate, but much to 
keep in degradation these unhappy beings. But let slavery once be a. 
bolished throughout the Union, and all these unhallowed principles and 
selfish interests, which now conspire together against the welfare of the 
colored race, will come to an om and that hitherto degraded race will 
rise to the top of society in point of moral character and worth, and in 
point also of temporal prosperity. But it is in vain to do much for 
them, or expect much of them, while slavery exists in their neighbor. 
hood. ‘The cause of their present degradation is to be found in the 
slavery of their brethren. Let, therefore, the cause be removed, and 
the unhappy effect will soon cease; and then it will be found to be a 
truth, that all our prejudices against the African race have arisen, not 
from a consideration of their complexion, but from a consideration of 
their low, degraded and brutish condition. I should like to pursue this 
topic a little further, but have not time at present. I suppose that after 
what I have already remarked, I may now be indulged in subscribing 


myself, AN ABOLITIONIST. 
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Art. VI.—Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices 
(Continued from page 472.) 


Cuaprrr X.—The tenth Device that Satan hath to draw the soul to 
sin, is, BY setting them frequently to compare themselves and their 
ways with those that are reputed or reported to be worse than them- 
selves. By this device the devil drew the proud Pharisee to bless hin- 
self in a cursed condition; ‘God, I thank thee that I am not as other 
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican,’ &. 
Why, saith Satan, you swear but petty oaths, as by your faith, and iroth, 
&c. but such persons swear by wounds and blood; you are now and 
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hop a little wanton, but there are those who daily defile and - pollute 
shomselves, 0° actual uncleanness and filthiness: you deceive and over- 
each your neighbors in things that are but as toys and trifles, but there 
sre who deceive and over-reach others in things of greatest concern- 
ment, even to their ruin ; you do but sit, and chat, and sip with the 
jrunkard, but such persons sit, and drink, and are drunk with the drunk- 
ard; you are only a little proud in heart and habit, in looks and words, 
ke. "Now the remedies against this device of the devil are these: 

Remedy 1. Against this device of Satan, solemnly consider, that 
there is not a greater nor a clearer argument to prove a man a hypo- 
crite, than to be quick-signted abroad, and blind at home ;* ‘ To see the 
mote in another man’s eye, and not the beam in his own;’ to use specta- 
cles to behold other men’s sins, rather than looking-glasses to behold his 
own; to be amplifying and aggravating other men’s sins, and mitigating 
hisown, &c. . . 

Rem. 2. Spend more time in comparing of your internal and exter- 
nal actions, with the rule and word by which you must be judged at 
ist, than in comparing yourselves with those that are worse than your- 
slves.t The man that compares himself with those that are worse 
han himself, may seem, to himself and others, to be an angel; yet, by 
comparing himself with the word, may see himself like the devil, yea, 
avery devil. ‘Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a 
jevil? Such men are as much like him, as if they were his own 
ofispring. 

Satan is called ‘The god of this world,’ because, as God at first did 
but speak the word, and it was done: so, if the devil hold up but his 
finger, and give the least hint, they do his will, though they undo their 
own souls for ever. Ah! what monsters would these men appear to 
be, did they but compare themselves with a righteous rule, and not 
with the most unrighteous men, they would appear as black as hell 
itself. 

Rem. 3. Seriously consider, that though thy sin be not so great as 
others, yet without sound repentance, and pardoning mercy from God, 
thou wilt be as certainly damned as others, though not equally torment- 
ed with them.t What though hell may not be so hot to thee as others, 
yet hell is as certain to thee as others. unless the glorious grace of God 
shine forth upon thee in the face of Christ. God will suit men’s pun- 
ishment to their sin, the greatest sin shall be attended with the greatest 
punishment: alas! what poor comfort will it be to thee, when thou 
comest to die, to consider, that thou shalt not be equally tormented with 
others, yet must be for ever shut out from the glorious presence of God, 
Uhrist, angels and saints, and from those good things of eternal life,§ 
that are so many, that they exceed number; so great, that they exceed 
measure ; SO precious, that they exceed estimation. Sure itis, that the 


* History speaks of a kind of witches, that stirring abroad would put on their eyes, but 
returning home they boxed them up again. So do hypocrites. 

t The nearer we draw to God and his word, the more rottennees we shall find in our 
bones. The more any man looks into the body of the sun, the less he seeth when he looks 
town again. It is said of the basilisk, that if he look into a glass he presently dieth. So 
2 gy 4 sinner, in a spiritual sense, when the soul looks into the word, which is God's 
tlass, 


+ As in heaven one is more glorious than another ; so in hell, one shall be more miserable 
than another.— August. 
} The gate of indulgence, the gate of hope, the gate of mercy, the gate of glory, the gate 


vr aaeolation, and the gate of salvation, will be for ever shut against them.—Matt. 
rv. 10, 
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tears of hell are not sufficient to bewail the loss of heaven; the = 
orm 


(Acts Xx, ) 
plorable jg 


of grief gnaws as painful as the fire burns. If those souls 
wept, because they should see Paul’s face no more, how de 
the eternal deprivation of the beatific vision ? 

But this is not all, ‘Thou shalt not only he shut ovt of heaven, by, 
shut up in hell for ever ;* not only shut out from the presence of ¢ . 
and angels, &c. but shut up with devils and damned spirits for ex, 
not only shut out from those sweet, surpassing, inexpressible, and ie, 
lasting pleasures that are at God’s right hand; but shut up for ever - 
der those torments that are remediless.’ Ah, sirs! were it notten th, : 
sand times better for you to break off your sins by repentance tha 
to go on in your sins, till you feel the truth of what you now hear 

The God of Israel |» very merciful; ah, that you would repent and 
return, that your souls might live for ever. Remember the torment of 
the damned is grievous, for the bitterness of the punishment, but most 
grievous for the eternity of it.t To be tormented without end, js that 
which goes beyond all bounds of desperation! ah! how do the thoughts 
of this make the damned roar and ery out for disquietude of heart, tea; 
their hair, gnash their teeth, and rage for madness, that they must dwell 
in everlasting burnings ? 

Cuap. X1.—The eleventh Device that Satan hath to draw the soul tp 
sin, is, By polluting and defiling the souls and judgments of men with 
such dangerous errors, as naturally tend to carry the souls of men to 
all looseness and wickedness, as woful experience abundantly evidences, 
Ah! how many are there who are filled with these, and such like Christ. 
dishonoring, and soul-undoing opinions, viz: ‘That ordinances are 
poor, low, carnal things, not only to be lived above, but without also, 
That the scriptures are full of fallacies and uncertainties, and no further 
to be heeded than they agree with that spirit that is in them. That it 
is a poor low thing, if not idolatry, to worship God ina Mediator. That 
the resurrection is already past. That there never was any such man 
or person as Jesus Christ ; but that all is an allegory, and signifies uoth- 
ing but light and love, and such good frames born in men. That there 
is neither God nor devil, heaven nor hell, but what is within us. That 
there is no sin in the saints. that they are under no law but that of the 
Spirit, which is all freedom. That sin and grace are equally good, and 
agreeth to his will.’ With a hundred other horrid opinions, which have 
caused wickedness to break in as a flood among us, &c. Now the re- 
medies against this device of Satan are these that follow: 

Remedy 1. Against this device of Satan, solemnly consider, that an 
erroneous vain mind is as odious to God as a vicious life. He that bad 
the leprosy in his head, was to be pronounced uttetly unclean.{ Gross 
errors make the heart foolish, render the life loose, and the soul light in the 
eye of God. Error spreads and frets like a gangrene, and renders the 
soul a leper in the sight of God.§ 

It was God’s heavy and dreadful plague upon the Gentiles, to be 





* It was a good saying of Chrysostom, speaking of hell, ** Let us not seek where it is, 
but how we shall escape it.”’ 

+ Surely one good means to escape hell, is to take a turn or two in hell, by 
daily meditations. 

t «* A blind eye is worse than a lame foot.” —Lev. xiii. 44. 


§ The breath of the erroneous is infectious; and like the dogs of Gonge they b'*, 


though they bark not. 
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given up to a mind void of judgment, or an injudicious, rejected mind, 
jisallowed and abhorred of God ; a mind that none have cause to glory 
‘9, but rather to be ashamed of. I think, that in these days God pun- 
isheth many men’s former wickednesses, by giving them up to soul-ruin- 
ing errors. ‘ Ah, Lord ! this mercy I humbly beg, that thou wouldst 
rather take me Into thine own hand, and do any thing with me, than 
sive me up to those sad errors, which thousands have fallen into, and 
are in a way of perishing for ever.* 

Rem. 2. Receive the truth affectionately, and let it dwell in your 
souls plenteously ; when men stand out, and bar the door of their souls 
against truth, when truth would enter, God in justice gives up such 
persons to be deluded and deceived by error,t to their eternal destruc- 
tion. (2 Thess. ii. 10, 11, 12.) ‘ Because they received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved, God shall send them strong delusion, 
or as the Greek hath it, ‘ The efficacy of error.’) That they should 
believe a lie. That they all might be pamnep, who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’ Ah, sirs! as you love your 
souls, do not tempt and provoke God, by withstanding and out-facing 
his truth, to give you up to believe a lie, that you may be damned. 
There are no men on earth so fenced against error, as those are, who 
receive the truth in the love of it. Such souls ‘are not easily tossed 
toand fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive.’{ Itis not he that receives most of the truth into his head, but 
he that receixes most of the truth affectionately into his heart, that en- 
joys the happiness of having his judgment sound and clear, while 
others are deluded and deceived by them, who make it their business to 
infect the judgments, and ruin the souls of men. 

Ah, sirs! as you would not have your judgments polluted and defiled 
with error, ‘Let the word of the Lord,’ that is more precious than gold, 
yea, than fine gold, ‘dwell plentifully in you.’§ It is not the hearing or 
knowing of truth, nor commending and talking of it, but the in-dweiling 
of truth in your souls, that will keep your judgments chaste and sound, 
in the midst of all those glittering errors that betray many souls into 
his hands, who can easily ‘transform himself into an angel of light,’ 
that he may draw others to lay in chains of darkness with him for 
ever.|| Oh! let not the word be a stranger, but make it your choicest 
familiar; then will you be able to stand in the day, wherein many shall 
fall on your right hand, and on your left, by the subtlety of those who 
shall say, ‘Lo, here is Christ, and lo, there is Christ.’ 

There was more wit than grace in his speech who counselled his 
friends, ‘ Not to come too nigh unto truth, lest his teeth should be beat- 
en out with its heels.’ Ah, souls! if truth is plenteously in you, you are 
happy, if not, you are unhappy under all your outward felicity. 

‘It is with truth (saith Melancthon) as it is with holy water, every 
one praised it, and thought it had some rare virtue in it, but offer to 





* Through animosity to persist in error, is diabolical; it were best that we had never 
erred, next to that, that we amended our error. 

t The greatest sinners are sure to be the greatest sufferers. 
_} Eph. iv. 14. es Te KupEia, Gr, signifies cogging with adye; such sleights as cheats and 
false gamesters use at dice. 

§ Col. iii. 16. In-dwell in you, as an ingrafted word incorporated into your souls, so con- 
cocted and digested by you, as you turn it intoa part of yourselves. 


| They must needs err that know not God’s ways; yet can they not wander so wide, as 
to miss of hell. 





Ce ee 


et 


a ee 


| 
] 
| 


560 Precious Remedies against Satan's Devices, 


sprinkle them with it, and they will shut their eyes, and turn away ih 
faces from it.’ Y Weir 

Rem. 3. Solemuly consider, that error makes the owner to suffer | 
All the pains and labor that men take to defend, maintain, and nar 
abroad their errors to infect the world, shall bring no profit, acu 
fort to them in that day, ‘wherein every man’s work will be oan 
manifest, aud the fire shall try it, of what sort it is,"* as the q — 
shews, in that remarkable scripture, 1 Cor. iii. 11-15. Ah! thet al 
those who rise upearly and go to bed late, who spend their time 
strength, spirits, and their all, to advance and spread abroad God dis, 
honoring and soul-undoing opinions, would seriously consider of this 
that they shall lose all the pains, cost, and charge that they have been, 
or shall be at, for the propagating of error; and if they are ever 
saved, it willbe by fire, as the apostle there shews. Ah sirs! jg iy 
nothing to lay out your money for that which is not bread! and your 
strength for that which cannot profit you in the day you must make uy 
your account; and all your works be tried by fire. Ah! that such soyjs 
would now at last, ‘buy the truth, and sell it not.’ Remember you can 
never over-buy it, whatsoever you give for it; you can never suffici- 
ently sell it, if you could have all the world in exchange for it.} 

It is said of Caesar, ‘ That he had greater care of his books, than of 
his royal robes; for swimming through the waters to escape his ene- 
mies, he carried his books in his hand above the waters, but lost his 
robes.’ Ah! what are Ceesar’s books to God’s books? Well remember 
this, that one day, yea, one hour, spent in the study or propagation of 
truth, will yield the soul more comfort and profit, than many thousand 
years spent in the study and propagation of corrupt and vain opinions, 
that have their rise from the god of this worid, and not from that God who 
shall at last judge this world, and all the corrupt opinions of men, 

Rem. 4. Hate, reject, and abominate all those doctrines and opinions 
that are contrary to godliness, and which open a door to profaneness, 
and allsuch as require men to maintain a strictness above what the 
scripture requireth ; and advance and lift up corrupt nature, to do super- 
natural things, which none can do, but by that supernatural power which 
raised Christ from the grave: and all such opinions, as lift up our own 
righteousness, in the room of Christ’s righteousness ; and which piace 
good works in the throne of Christ, and make them co-partners with 
him, &c. And all those opinions and doctrines, that so set and cry up 
his righteousness; as to cry down all duties of holiness and _righteous- 
ness,{ and all those doctrines and opinions, that make the glorious and 
blessed privileges of believers in the days of the gospel, inferior to what 
they were in the time of the law. Ah! did your souls arise with a holy 
hatred, and a strong indignation against such doctrines and opinions, you 
would stand when others fall, and you would shine as the sun in her 
glory, when many, that were once as shining stars, go out as astinking 
snuff of a candle. 

Rem. 5. ‘Hold fast the truth.’ As men take no hold on the arm of 
flesh, (Jer. vii. 5,) till they let go the arm of God: so men take no hoid 





* Error, as a glass, is bright, but brittle, and cannot endure the hammer or fire, as gold 
can, which, though rubbed or melted, remains firm and orient. 

+ One old piece of gold is worth a thousand new counters, and one old truth of God is 
more worth than a thousand new errors. 

t Gideon had seventy sons, and bat one bastard, and yet that bastard destroyed all the 
rest. Judges viii. 13. One turn may lead a man quite out of the way. 
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on error, till they have let go their hold of truth; therefore hold fast 
the truth. Truth is thy crown, hold it fast, and let no man take it from 
thee. Hath not God made truth sweet to thy soul, yea, ‘ sweeter than 
honey-comb?’ And will you not go on to heaven, feeding upon truth, 
that heavenly honey-comb, as SampSon did upon his honey-comb ? Let 
me ask you, sirs, have you notfound truth to be a soul-comforting, a 
soul-refreshing, and a soul-establishing principle?’ Have not you found 
truth a GuIpE to lead you, asrarrto uphold you, a corviaL to strength- 
en you, and a MEpIciINE to heal you? And will not you hold fast the 
truth? Hath not truth been your best friend in your worst days ? “Hath 
it not stood by you, when friends have forsaken you? Hath it not done 
more for you, than all the world could do against you; and will not you 
hold fast the truth? Is not trath your right eye, without which you 
cannot see for Christ? Your right hand, without which you cannot 
do for him* And your right foot, without which you cannot walk with 
him? And will you not hold fast the truth! Oh! hold fast the truth 
jn your judgments and understandings, in your wills and affections, 
in your profession and conversation. 

Truth is more precious than gold or rubies, ‘and all the things thou 
canst desire are not to be compared to her.’ Truth is that heavenly 
glass, wherein we may see the lustre and glory of divine wisdom, 
power, love, and mercy. In this glass you may see the face, the fa- 
vor, and riches of Christ. Oh! let your souls cleave to truth, as Ruth 
did to Naomi, (Ruth i. 15, 16.) and say, ‘I will not leave truth, nor re- 
turn from following after it; but where it goes | will go, and where it 
lodgeth [ will lodge, and nothing but death shall part truth and my 
soul.* What John said to the Church of Philadelphia, I may say to 
you; ‘Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man may take thy 
crown.’ ‘The crown is the summit of royalty ; and such is truth: ‘ Let 
no man take thy crown. ‘ Hold fast the faithful word,’ as Paul to Ti- 
tus speaks. You had better part with any thing than truth; you had 
better part with honors, riches, friends, pleasures, and the world’s fa- 
vors, yea, your nearest and dearest relations, and your very lives, than 
to let gothe truth. Oh! keep the truth, and truth will keep you safe 
and happy for ever. Blessed are those souls who are kept by tue 
TRUTH. 

Rem. 6. Keep humble ; humility will keep the soul free from many darts 
cast by Satan, and from many erroneous snares spread by him. As low 
trees and shrubs are free from many violent blasts of wind, which shake 
and rend the taller ones, so humble souls are free from those blasts of 
error, which rend.and tear proud lofty souls. Satan and the world have 
greater difficulty to fasten errors upon humble souls. The God of light 
and truth delights to dwell with the humble; and the more light and 
trath dwell in the soul, the further will darkness and error stand from it. 
The God of grace pours graces into the humble, as men pour liquor into 
empty vessels; and the more grace is poured into the soul, the less 
error will be zble to over-power or infect it. 

That is a sweet word in Ps. xxv. 9. ‘ The meek (or the humble) will 
he guide in judgment, and the meek will he teach his way.’ And cer- 

* Though I cannot dispute for the truth, yet I can die for the truth, said a blessed 
mt Tit i. 9. Hold fast as with tooth and nail, against those that would snatch it from us. 

t I have read of one, who seeing in a vision many snares of the devil spread upon earth, 


he sat down mourning, and said within himself, ‘‘ Who shall pass through these?" 
Whereupon he heard a voice answering, “ Humility shall pass through them.” 


Vou. XIV. 36 
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tainly, those who are guided and taught of God, are not easily drawn 
aside into ways of error. Oh! take heed of spiritual pride ; pride fills 
our fancies, weakens our graces, and makes room in our hearts for er. 
ror. There are no men onearth so soon entangled, and so easily conquer. 
ed by error, as proud men. Oh! it is dangerous to love to be wise 
above what is written ; to be curious, and unsober in your desire of 
knowledge, and to trust to your own capacities and abilities, to under. 
take to pry into all secrets, and to be puffed up with a carnal ming 
Souls that are thus soaring up, above the bounds and limits of humility. 
usually fallinto the very worst of errors, as experience daily eyj. 
dences.* 

Rem. 7. Solemnly consider, the great evils that errors have produc. 
ed. Error is a fruitful mother, and hath brought forth such monstroys 
children, as have set towns, cities and natious on fire.t Error is that 
whorish woman, ‘that hath cast down and wounded many, yea, slain 
many strong, many great, many learned, and many professing men,’ jp 
former times, and in our time too, as is evident to all that are not much 
left of God, destitute of the truth, and blinded by Satan. Oh the graces 
that error hath weakened, and the joys and comforts that it hath cloud. 
ed, if not buried. Oh the hands that error hath weakened, the eves 
that it hath blinded, the judgments of men that it hath perverted, the 
minds that it hath dorkened, the hearts that it hath hardened, the affec. 
tions that it hath cooled, the consciences that it hath seared, and the 
lives of men that it hath polluted. Ah souls! can you solemnly con- 
sider of this, and not tremble more at error than at hell itself? &c, 

Cuap. XI1.—The twelfth Device that Satan hath to draw the soul to 
sin, is, To affect wicked company, to keep wicked society ; and oh! 
the horrid impieties and wickedness that Satan hath caused men to 
commit, by inducing them to sit and associate themselves with vain 
persons. Now the remedies against this device of the devil are 
these : 

Remedy 1. Against this device of Satan, dwell (till your hearts are 
affected) upon those commands of God that expressly require us to 
shun the society of the wicked.{ (Eph. v. 11.) ‘And have no fellow- 
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 
(Prov- xiv. 15, 16) Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass 
away.’ (1 Cor. v. 9, 10,11. 2 Thess. iii. 6. Prov. i. 10-15.) Turn to 
these scriptores, and let your souls dwell upon them, till a holy indigna- 
tion be rais | in them against fellowship with vain men. ‘God will not 
take the wicked by the hand,’ as Job speaks; why then should you? 
God’s commands are not like those that are easily reversed, but they 
are like those of the Medes, that cannot be changed. If these com- 
mands be not now observed by thee, they will at last be witnesses 
against thee, aud mill-stones to sink thee, in that day when Christ shall 
judge the world. 

Rem. 2. Seriously consider, that their company is very infectious 
and dangerous, as is clear from the scriptures above mentioned. Ah! 





* The proud soul is like him that gazed upon the moon, but fell into the pit. 

t Errors in conscience produce many great evils, not only in men’s own souls, but in hu- 
man offvirs. 

+ * The commands of God must outweigh all authority and example of men.” — 
JEROME. 
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how many have lost their names, their estates, their strength, God, 
heaven, and their own souls, by walking with wicked men!’ As ye 
shun a stinking carcase ; as the seaman shuns sands, and rocks, and 
shelves; as ye shun those that have the plague-sore running upon 
them, so should you shun the society of wicked men.* As weeds en- 
danger the corn, and bad humors the blood, or as an infected house in 
the neighborhood ; so doth wicked company the soul. 

Bias, a Heathen man, being at sea in a great storm, and perceiving 
many wicked men with him in the ship, calling upon the gods, ‘Oh, 
saith he, forbear prayer, hold your tongues, | would not have the gods 
take notice that you are here, they sure will drown us all if they should.’ 
Ah sirs! could a Heathen see so much danger in the society of wicked 
men, and can you see none? (Prov. xiii. 20.) 

Rem. 3. Look always upon wicked men, under those names and no- 
tions in which the scripture represents them.t The scripture calls them 
lions for their fierceness, bears, for their cruelty. dragons for their hid- 
eousness, dogs for their filthiness, wolves for their subtletv. The scrip- 
ture stiles them scorpions, vipers, thorns, briars, thistles, brambles, stub- 
bles, dirt, chaff, dust, dross, smoke, scum, as you may see in the note. It 
is not safe to look upon wicked men under those names and notions that 
they themselves, or their flatterers, represent them by; this may de- 
lude the soul; but by looking upon them under such names and notions 
by which the scripture sets them forth, may preserve the soul from fre 
quenting their company, and delighting in their society.t Do not tell 
me what this man calls them, or how such persons count of them; but 
tell me what the scripture calls them, how doth the scripture count of 
them? As Nabal’s name was, so was his nature; and as wicked 
men’s names are, so are their natures; you may know well enough 
what is within them, by the suitable names the Holy Ghost hath given 
them. 

Rem. 4. Solemnly consider, that the society and company of wicked 
men, have been a great grief and burden to those precious souls who 
were once glorious on earth, and are now triumphing in heaven. (Ps. cxx. 
5,6.) ‘%%o is me that I dwell in Mesech, thatI sojourn in the tents 
of Kedar. My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace.’ So 
Jeremiah, ‘Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of way- 
faring men, that I might leave my people, and go from them; for they 
be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.’ (Jer. ix. 2.) So 
they vexed Lot’s righteous soul by their filthy conversation. (2 Pet. 
ii. 7,8.) They made his life a burden, they made death more de- 
sirable to him than life; yea, they made his life a lingering death. 
Guilt or grief is all the good gracious souls get by conversing with 
wicked men.§ 


* Aman that keepeth ill company, is like him that walketh in the sun, tanned insensibly. 

+ 2 Tim. iv. 17. Is. xi. 7 29. Ezek. iii. 10. Mat. xvi. 9. Rev. iii. 5,10. Mat. iii. 7. Is. x. 
17, 27. Chap. iv. 55. Ezek. xiii. 26. Judges ix. 14. Job. xxi. 18. Ps. xviii. 42. xiv. xiii. 
Is. xiv. 5. Ezek. xxiv. 6. 

t Lactantius says of Lucian, ‘‘ He spared neither God nor man; such monsters are 
wicked men, who. render their company, to all who have tasted of the sweetness of Divine 
love, a burden, and not a delight. 

§ O Lord, let me not go to hell, where the wicked are, for, Lord, thou knowest 1 never 
loved their company here, said a gracious gentiewoman when she was to die, being in much 
trouble of conscience. Vide Brzam. 
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Art. VI. James Guthrie's last Speech upon the Scaffold, June 1, 166) 
Transcried for the Monitor. ; 


Men and brethren ;—I fear many of you are come hither to gaze 
rather than to be edified by the carriage and last words of a dying man. 
but if any have an ear to hear, as] hope some of this great confluence 
have, I desire your audience to afew words. I am come hither to lay 
down this earthly tabernacle and mortal flesh of mine, and I bless God, 
through his grace I do it willingly, and not by constraint. 1 say I suffer 
willingly ; if I had been so minded, I might have made a diversion, and 
not have been a prisoner. But being conscious to myself of nothing 
worthy of death or bonds, I would not stain my innocency with the sys. 
picion of guiltiness, by withdrawing; neither have I wanted opportuni. 
ties and advantages to escape since I was a prisoner ; not by the fault of 
my keepers, God knoweth ; but otherwise ; but neither for this had I light 
or liberty, lest | should reflect upon the Lord’s name and offend the gen- 
eration of the righteous. And if some men have not been mistaken, or 
dealt deceitfully in telling me so, I might not only have avoided the se- 
verity of, but also had much favor and countenance, by complying 
with the courses of the times. But I durst not redeem my life with 
the loss of my integrity ; God knoweth I durst not; and that since I was 
a prisoner, he hath so holden me by the hand, that he never suffered me 
to bring it in debate in my inward thoughts, much less to propose or 
hearken to any overture of that kind. 1 did judge it better to suffer than 
to sin. And, therefore, 1 am come hither to lay down my life this day, 
and I bless God I die not asa fool. Not that I have any thing therein 
to glory in myself; I acknowledge that I am a sinner—yea, one of the 
greatest and vilest that have owned a profession of religion, and one of 
the most unworthy that have preached the Gospel. My corruptions 
have been strong and many, and have made me a sinner in all thiugs ; 
yea, even in following my duty ; and therefore, righteousness have I none 
of my own; all is vile. 

But I do believe that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, 
whereof lam chief. Through faith in his righteousness and blood, have 
1 obtained mercy ; and through him, and in him alone have I the hope of 
a blessed conquest and victory over sin, and Satan, and Death and Hell, 
and that 1 shall attain unto the resurrection of the Just, and be made 
partaker of eternal life. “1 know in whom I have believed, and that he 
is able 10 keep that which I have committed to him against that day.” 
I have preached salvation through his name, and as I have preached, so 
do I believe, and do commend the riches of his free grace, and faith in 
his name, to you all, as the only way whereby ye can be saved. And as 
I bless the Lord that I die not as a fool, so also that I die not for evil 
doing. 

Not a few of you may haply judge that I suffer as a thief, or as a mur- 
derer, or as an evil doer, or as a busy body in other men’s matters. It 
‘was the lot of the Lord Jesus Christ himself, and hath been of many of 
his precious servants and people, to suffer by the world as evil doers ; 
and as my soul scareth not at it, but desireth to rejoice in being brought 
into conformity with my blessed Head, and so blessed a company in this 
thing, so I pray that I may be to none of you. thisday, upon this account, 
a stone of stumbling, or a rock of offence. Blessed is he that shall not 
be offended at Jesus Christ and his poor servants and ministers because 
of their being condemned by the worldas evil doers. God is my record, 
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that in these things for which sentence of death hath been passed against 
me, | have a good conscience. I bless God they are not matters of com- 
pliance with sectaries, or designs, or practices against his inajesty’s per- 
son or government, or the person and government of his Roval Father. 
My heart, I bless God, is conscious of no disloyalty, nay, loyal I have 
becn, and I commend it to you to be loyal and obedient to the Lord.— 
True piety is the foundation of true loyalty. A wicked man may be a 
flatterer and a time-server, but he will never be a loyal subject. ~ 

But to return to my purpose. The matters for which I am condemn- 
ed, are matters belonging to my calling and function, as a minister of the 
gospel, such as the discovery and reproving of sin, the pressing and hold- 
ing fast of the path of God in the covenant, and preserving and carry- 
ing the work of Religion and Reformation according thereto, denying to ac- 
knowledge the civil magistrate, as the proper competent imm diate judge 
in causes ecclesiastic. That in all these things which God so ordered by 
his gracious Providence, are the grounds of my indictment and death, 1 
have a good conscience, as having walked therein according to the light 
and rule of God’s word, and as did become a minister of the Gospel. I 
do also bless the Lord that I do not die as one not desired. I know that 
by not a few, I neither have been nor am desired. It has been my lot to 
be a man of contention and sorrow ; but it is my comfort, that for my 
own things I have not contended, but for the things of Jesus Christ ; for 
what relateth to his interest and work, and the well being of hrs people. 
In order to the preserving and protecting of these, I did protest against, 
and stood in opposition to these late assemblies at St. Andrews, Dundee 
and Edinburgh, and the public resolutions for bringing the malignant par- 
ty into the judicatories and armies of this kingdom, conceiving the same 
contrary to the word of God, and to our solemn covenant engagements; 
and to be an inlet to the deception, and the ruin, and destruction of the 
work of God. And it is now manifest to mary consciences, that I have 
not been therein mistaken, and was not fighting against a man of 
straw. 

I was also desirous, and did use some poor endeavors to have the 
church of God purged of insufficient, scandalous and corrupt ministers 
and elders. For these things I have been mistaken by some, and hated 
by others ; but [ bless the Lord as I had the testimony of my own con- 
scicnce, so I was, and am therein approved in the consciences of many 
of the Lord’s precious servants and people, and how little soever I may 
die desired by some, yet by these I know I die desired, and their appro- 
bation, and prayers, and affection, is of more value with me, than the 
contradiction, or reproach, or hatred of many others. The love of the 
one I cannot recompense, and the mistake, or hatred, or reproach, of the 
other, I do with all my heart forgive, and wherein I have offended any 
of them, I do beg their mercy and forgiveness. I do from my soul wish 
that my death may be profitable unto both ; that the one may be con- 
firmed and established in the straight ways of the Lord, and that the oth- 
er, if the Lord so will, may be convinced, and cease from these things 
that are not good, and do not edify, but destroy. 

One thing I would warn you all of ; that God is wroth, yea very wroth 
with Scotland, and threateneth to depart, and remove his candlestick.— 
The causes of his wrath are many, and would to God it were not one 
great cause, that causes of wrath are despised and rejected of men. 
Consider the cause that is recorded Jer. xxxvi., and the consequence of 
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it, and tremble and fear. I cannot but also say, that there is a great 
addition and increase of wrath; 

Ist. By that deluge of profanity that overfloweth all the land that 
hath reins loosed unto it everywhere, in so far that many have lost not 
only all use and exercise of religion but even of morality and that com. 
mon civility that is to be found amongst the heathen. 

2d. By that horrible treachery and perjury that is in the matter of the 
covenant and cause of God, and work of reformation! ‘Be astonished 
O ye heavens at this, and be ye horribly afraid, and be very desolate, 
saith the Lord, For my people have committed too great evils, they 
have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and they have hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water: Shall he 
break the covenant and prosper? Shall the throne of iniquity which 
frameth mischief by a law have fellowship with God? I fear the Lord 
be about to bring a sword on these lands which shall avenge the quar- 
rel of his covenant. 

3d. Horrible ingratitude ; the Lord, after ten years oppression and 
bondage, hath broken the yoke of strangers from off our necks, but what 
do we rende* to him for his goodness, most of the fruit of our delivery is 
to work wickedness and to strengthen ourselves to do evil. 

4th. A most dreadful idolatry and sacrificing to the creature; we have 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into the image of corruptible 
man, in whom many have placed almost all their salvation and desire, 
and turned that which might have been a blessing to us (being kept in a 
due line of subordination under God) into an idol of jealousy, by prefer- 
ring it before him. God is also wroth with a generation of carnal, cor- 
rupt, time-serving ministers. I know, and bear testimony, that in the 
church of Scotland there is a true and faithful ministry ; blessed be God 
we have yet many who study their duty and desire to be found faithful to 
their Lord and Master, and | pray you to honor and reverence and es- 
teem such of those for their works’ sake ; and I pray them to be encour- 
ged in their Lord and Master, who is with them to make them as 
iron pillars and brazen walls, and as a strong defenced city, in the faith- 
ful following of their duty. But oh! that there were not too many who 
‘mind earthly things, and are enemies to the cross of Christ” who push 
with the side and shoulder, who strengthen the hand of evil doers, who 
make themselves transgressors, who study to build again what they did 
formerly warrantably destroy. I mean Prelacy, and the ceremonies, 
and the service book, a mystery of iniquity that works among us, whose 
steps lead to the house of the great whore of Babylon, the mother of 
fornication, or whosoever he be that buildeth this Jericho again, let him 
take heed of the curse of Hiel the Bethelite, and at that flying roll threat- 
ened Zech. v. And jet all ministers take heed that they watch and be 
steadfast in the faith, and quit themselves like men and be strong; and 
give faithful, seasonable warning concerning sin and duty. Many of 
the Lord’s people do sadly complain of the fainting and silence of many 
watchmen, and it concerneth them to consider what God calleth for at 
their hands in such a day. Silence now in a watchman, when he is so 
much called on to speak, and give his testimony upon the peril of his life, 
is doubtless a great sin. The Lord open the mouths of his servants to 
speak his word with all boldness, that covenant breaking may be discov- 
ered and reproved, and that the kingdom of Jesus Christ may not be sup- 


planted, nor the souls of his people be destroyed without a witness. | 
have but a few words more to add. 
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Al] that are profane among you, I exhort to repentance, for the day of 
the Lord’s vengeance hasteneth and is near; but there is yet a door of 
mercy open for you, if you will not despise the day of salvation — 
All that are maligners, and reproachers, and persecutors of godliness, 
and of such as live ungodly, take heed what ye do. It will be hard for 
you to kick against the pricks. You make yourselves the butt of the 
Lord’s fury and his flaming indignation, if you do not cease from, and re- 
pent of all your hard speeches and ungodly deeds. All that are neutral 
and indifferent, and Jukewarm professors. be zealous and repent, lest the 
Lord spew you out of his mouth. You’ that lament after the Lord, and 
mourn for all the abominations that are done in this city, and in the land, 
and take pleasure in the stones and dust of Zion, cast not away your 
confidence, but be comforted and encouraged in the Lord. He will yet 
appear to your joy. God hath not cast away his people, nor his work in 
Britain and Ireland. I hope it shall once more revive by the power of 
his Spirit, and take root downward, and bear fruit upward; and of this I 
ain now confident. There is yet a holy seed, a precious remnant, whom 
God will preserve and bring forth ; but how long or dark our night may 
be, Ido not know; the Lord shorten it for the sake of his chosen. In 
the mean while be patient, :teadfast, immoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord and in love one to another. Beware of snares, 
which are strewed thick ; cleave to the covenant and work of reforma- 
tion ; do not decline the cross of Christ. ‘ Choose rather to suffer af- 
fliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season,” and account the reproaches of Christ greater riches than all the 
treasures of the world. Let my death grieve none of you. It will be 
more profitable and advantageous both for me and for you, and for the 
church of God, and for Christ’s interest and honor, than my life could 
have been. 1 forgive all men the guilt of it, and I desire you to do so 
also. ‘Pray for them that persecute you, and bless them that curse you, 
bless, I say, and curse not.” I die in the faith of the Apostles, and 
primitive christians, and Protestant Reformed Churches; particularly of 
the church of Scotland, whereof I am amember ard minister. I do 
bear my witness and testimony to the doctrine, worship, discipline and 
government of the church of Scotland, by Kirk Sessions, Presbyteries, 
Synods, and General Assemblies. 

Popery and Prelacy, and all the trumpery of service and ceremonies 
that wait upon them, I do abhor. I do bear my witness to tire National 
Covenant of Scotland, and the solemn League and Covenant betwixt 
the three kingdoms of Scotland, England and Ire!and. These sacred, 
solemn, public oaths of God, | believe, cannot be loosed nor dispensed 
with, by any person, or party, or power upon earth ; but are still binding 
upon these kingdoms, and will be forever hereafter, and are ratified and 
sealed by the conversion of many thousand souls since our entering there- 
into. I bear my witness to the protestation against the controverted As- 
semblies and the public resolutions, to the testimonies given against the 
Sectaries, against the course of backsliding and defection that is now on 
foot in the land, and all the branches and parts thereof, under whatso- 
ever name or notion, or acted by whatsoever party or person. And in 
the last place, I bear my witness to the cross of Christ, and that I never 
had cause, nor have cause to this day, to repent because of any thing I 
have suffered, or can suffer for his name. 1 take God to record upon my 
soul, 1 would not exchange this scaffold with the palace or mitre of the 
greatest prelate in Britain. 
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Blessed be God who hath showed mercy to such a wretch, and hath 
revealed his Son in me, and hath made me a minister of the everlasting 
gospel, and that he hath deigned, in the midst of such contradiction from, 
satan and the world, to seal my ministry upon the hearts of not a few of 
his people, and especially in the station wherein I was last. I mean the 
congregration and presbytery of Sterling; and I hope the Lord wii 
visit that congregation and Presbytery once more with faithful pastors, 
God forgive the poor, empty man, that did there intrude upon my labors, 
and hath made a prey of many poor souls, and exposed others to reproach 
and oppression, and a famine of the word of God. God forgive the mis. 
leaders of that part of the poor people, who tempted them to reject their 
own pastor, and to admit of intruders; and the Father of mercies pity 
that poor, misled people. And the Lord visit the congregation and pres- 
bytery of Sterling once more with faithful pastors, and grant that the 
work and people of God may be revived through all Britain, and over 
all the world. 

Jesus Christ is my light, my life, my righteousness, my strength and 
all my desire. Him, O Him, I do with all the strength of my soul com- 
mend unto you. Blessed are they that are not offended in him. Blessed 
are they that trust in bim. Bless him O my soul, from henceforth even 
forever. Rejoice, rejoice all ye that love him. Be patient, and rejoice 
in tribulation, Blessed are you, and biessed shall you be forever and 
ever. Everlasting righteousness and eternal salvation are yours. All is 
yours, and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. Remember me, O Lord, 
with the favor thou bearest to thy people ; O visit me with thy salva- 
tion, that I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the good 
of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance. “ Now let thy 
servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 





Art. VIII. Ministerial Support. 
Frora the Reformed Presbyterian. 

The policy of Satan the grand adversary from the days of Constan- 
tine until the rise of Antichrist, and to the present time in the Episcopal 
church of England, has been to pamper the clergy, and by that means to 
corrupt the church. At present, and especially in this country, his de- 
vice is to reduce them to poverty, and so discourage youth from dedicating 
themselves, and parents from dedicating their sons, to the ministry, and 
to distract the minds of ministers by the anxieties of penury. An intel- 
ligent christian people should be careful to counteract the devices of the 
enemy of souls, in both these respects. Perhaps as good a rule as could 
be adopted, would be, that a pastor of a congregation, should be as well 
provided for in temporal things as the middle class among the people. 
The means of amassing property equal to the most opulent should neither 
be sought for, nor furnished. ‘ ‘Thou therefore endure hardness as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself 
with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who hath chosen him 
to be a soldier.” (2 Tim. ii. 8, 4.) Those whose wish it is earnestly to 
exhort men that they renounce the world and choose the better part 
which shall never be taken from them, ought not to be, nor in any respect 
appear to be, grasping after filthy lucre. Perhaps it is an invariable rule, 
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that great wordly opulence corrupts a minister of the gospel. Whena 
clergyman by the contributions of the people is placed in such a condi- 
tion of temporal comfort that he can provide for himself and his house- 
ho'd things honest in the sight of all men, and owe no man any thing but 
love, there is no apology for his engaging in any secular employment. 

The provision made for the temporal support of the priests in Israel, 
placed them beyond the reach of temptation and rendered it almost im- 
possible for them to embark in secular pursuits. “ And the Lord spake 
unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt 
thou have any part among them: I am thy part and thine inheritance 
among the children of Israel.” (Num. xviii. 20.) This was a blessed 
and glorious inheritance, and should comfort the ministers of Christ, 
amidst all their toils, privation, earthly poverty and reproach. Were it 
not for this heavenly and most blessed consolation, the faithful ministers 
of Christ, who generally suffer most in the distribution of earthly sor- 
rows, would many atime fail and be discouraged. ‘If in this life only 
we have hope, we are of all men most miserable. ” 

But at the same time, the priests under the law were amply provided 
for in earthly good things, by the laws of the God of Israel whom they 
served. Unless the throne and the people became so corrupt as utterly - 
to disregard the statutes of the Lord, it was quite impossible, that they, 
or their widowed wives, or orphan children could be reduced to want, 
while the people of Israel enjoyed a competency. ‘Command the chil- 
dren. of Israel,-that they give unto the Levites of the inheritance of their 
possession cities to dwellin ; and ye shall give unto the Levites, suburbs 
for their cities round about them. And the cities they shall have to dwell 
in, and the suburbs of them shall be for their cattle, and for their goods 
and for all their beasts. And the suburbs of the cities, which ye shall 
give unto the Levites, shall reach from the wall of the city and outward 
a thousand cubits and round about. And ye shall measure from without 
the city, on the east side two thousand cubits, and on the south side two 
thousand cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the 
north side two thousand cubits, and the city shall be in the midst: this 
shall be to them the suburbs of the city. So all the cities which ye shall 
give to the Levites, shall be forty-eight cities: them shall ye give with 
their suburbs.” (Num. xxxv. 2—7.) Reckoning by the sacred cubit 
which was probably used, for these cities were especially holy, the whole 
of these lands, lying without the city, was seventeen hundred and fifty 
yards, or nearly one mile. Ifthe city was a mile square, the suburbs 
embraced a territory of eight square miles. As there were forty-eight 
cities, the church lands amounted to three hundred and eighty-four square 
miles, or two hundred and forty-five thousand seven hundred and sixty 
acres. The number of all the males in the tribe of Levi, a short time 
before they passed Jordan, was twenty-two thousand. (Num. iii. 39.) 
Doubling these to include the females, all the souls of the Levitical tribe 
were forty-four thousand. Were all the land in Holland equally appor- 
tioned among the families, each family would not possess halt the amount 
possessed by each Levitical family, exclusive of: their lots in their cities. 
A similar distribution of the land in Great Britain would make the Jand- 
ed property of each family about equal to that of each family of the Le- 
vtes. One thousand cubits, or about one third of a mile of the suburbs, 
in width, is supposed to have been occupied as stalls and yards for cattle, 
and for gardens, while the remaining two tbousand cubits are thought to 
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have been pusture lands. Some such arrangement appears to have been 
intended by the division of the suburbs into two portions, 

Beside these glebe lands, or parsonage fields, cach family owned a 
house and lot in the city. Attention to their lands and city property 
would afford the priests an opportunity to exercise themselves in as much 
manual labor, as might conduce to recreation and health, while there 
was little to cherish worldly mindedness, or tempt to the love of filthy 
lucre. ; 

Beside all this, their clothing was furnished, and their tables supplied 
by the tithes, or a levy of one tenth on the products of the soil, and on 
the proceeds of the flocks. They were thus amply supplied with every 
necessary comfort, freed from worldly cares, and placed beyond the 
reach of temptation to seek for worldly opulence. It was impossible 
that they should become possessed of great earthly riches. Their fami- 
lies too were secured in a competency. In view of death, no priest had 
any more occasion to perplex himself with anxiety respecting the susten- 
ance of his wife and children after his death, than while he was alive 
and withthem. His house, after his decease, was occupied by his widow 
and children. When any priest’s daughter married into another tribe, 
she lost, during her marriage state, the right to eat of the sacred things, 
i. e. to be supported by the tithes; but if she was divorced, or became a 
widow, provided she had no children to raise up a family in another tribe, 
she had the right to return to her father’s house, there to live of the ec- 
clesiastical revenues. (Lev. xx. 13.) The sons and daughters of the priest 
all eat, as well as his wife, of the sacred things, and they were not depri- 
ved of them by the death of the head of the tamily. The sons were 
priests from their infancy. Inthe account of the census which was ta- 
ken of the tribe of Levi, all the males from a month old and upward ; 
and of the family of Kohathites it is written :—“In the number of all 
the males from a month old and upward, were eight thousand and six 
hundred, keeping the charge of the sanctuary.” (Num, iii. 28.) Tue males 
from a month old were priests “ keeping the charge of the sanctuary.” 
If a widow who had married out of the tribe of Levi, might return to her 
father’s house and live of the sacred things, much more might the widow- 
ed mother of a priest, though he were but a month old, and his orphan 
sisters, claim their support from the revenues of the priesthvod. If a 
priest died childless, his widow, of course, was supported, for she might 
return to her father’s house. If at his death he left daughters only, they 
were entitled to support from the church, for they might be married and 
become the mothers of priests. What a wise, beneficent and even boun- 
tiful provision was made by these statutes for the temporal support of the 
priests of the Lord. It ought tocommand the admiration of all ages. 
Why not? It proceeded from infinite wisdom and infinite goodness. 

It is true that the Levitical priesthood is abolished, and with it the sa- 
cerdotal cities, their suburbs, and the whole tythe system. But is there 
no lesson of instruction taught by it to the New Testament church? Un- 
doubtedly God clearly declared his will, not only that “they who serve 
at the altar should live by the altar,” and * that the ox that treadeth out 
the corn should not be muzzled,” but also that their support should be in 
plenty, but not in opulence. Can any good reason be assigned why God 
should will his ministers to be supplied less amply in temporal comforts, 
under the new dispensation, than under the old? In Israel, the expense 
of the sacrifices, the time occupied in attending their three annual festi- 
vals, the support of their armies, and other numerous incidental expen- 
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ditures imposed onerous burdens on the worshippers. A very small pro- 
jortion of what they contributed to the support of their ecclesiastical 
establishment, would now place the ministers of the sanctuary ina situ- 
ation Where they would have all and abound. 

Before any one can enter well prepared on the ministry, either by his 

own efforts, or out of his patrimony, there must be expended on his edu- 
cation as much as would have been sufficient to commence any ordinary 
branch of secular business with a prospect of success. ‘That he should 
labor through a whole life of toil in the service of sanctuary, all the time 
in straightened circumstances, be compelled to practice the most rigid 
economy, in order to owe no man any thing, and after all, leave his wid- 
ow, and orphan sons and daughters, in a state of entire destitution, is 
not according to the spirit of the divine legislation in this matter. ‘There 
are many expenditures which a minister must make that are not necessa- 
rv for others. 
" «A bishop must be given to hospitality.” Being necessarily much 
abroad, and much resort, both of friends and strangers, to his house, his 
raiment costs him more than that of others. While all expect, and 
while he is bound in all humility and duty, to avoid costly apparel, it 
would be generally disgusting should he appear in a sordiddress. It 
would be ascribed to a want of decency and taste, and to an avaricious 
spirit. His correspondence with his brethren, and others, subjects him, 
very commonly, to a heavy and unavoidable tax, if he would be general- 
lv useful, or if he takes an interest in the welfare of the church at large. 
Attention to intellectual cultivation requires books; to know the move- 
ments of God’s providence—what are the signs of the times, and the 
progress of public sentiment, access to the reading of periodical litera- 
ture is indispensable. Of all this he must have some knowledge, “to 
acquit himself as a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” ‘To de- 
prive him of the means of such enlargement of his intellectual treasures, 
1s most inauspicious to the interests of a congregation. All this he ought 
to have, and be able, with judicious economy, to leave his widow and 
children at his death a moderate anJ decent competency. That it is the 
duty of the church to provide for all this, is inscribed, as in the light of a 
sunbeam, on the whole code of laws enacted to make provision for the 
aupport of the ministry, and on the reasonings of Paul on the same sub- 
ject, in his epistles to the church at Corinth. 

Even in relation to temporal prosperity, the labors of the faithful min- 
ister of the gospel are productive of more worldly advantage to the peo- 
ple of his charge, than all they contribute to his support. The diffusion 
of intelligence, the cultivation of sobriety, of industry, of temperance, 
of integrity in dealing. and of economy, tend, as a system of divinely 
appointed means, to the verification of the Bible maxim:—* The hand 
of the diligent maketh rich.” There seems to be some allusion to this 
in the reasonings of the apostle Paul on this subject: ** Who goetha 
warfare at any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and 
eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of 
the milk of the flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith not the 
law the same also? For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt 
not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God 
take care foroxen? Or saith he it for our sakes? For our sakes, no 
doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plough in hope ; and 
he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have 
sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your 
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things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the 
altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they wiich preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” (1 Cor, ix 
7-14.) While in some parts of this argument of the apostle on the syb. 
ject of ministerial support,there appears to be an allusion to the improve. 
ment in the temporal estate of christians, by the collateral effects of gos. 
pel ordinances, this is not that, on which the main stress is laid. Through 
them spiritual good things, incomparably more important than all carnal 
goods, are imparted in the ministrations of the sanctuary ; and therefyre 
on every principle of equity, those who labor in imparting, as ministers 
of Christ, these far better blessings, are entitled to a competent supply 
of temporal comforts. After having established the equity of the claim, 
he ratifies it by the ordination of the Lord. 

God’s blessing attends upon liberality in this matter. “ Consider now 
from this day and upward—I will bless you.” (Hag. ii. 18,19.) From 
the day that they began to contribute liberally toward the building of the 
temple of the Lord, instead of blasting, mildew and hail by which they 
had suffered for “witholding more than was meet,” God promises that 
they should be blessed and prospered in their labors, All this is as ap- 
plicable now, as in the days of the prophet Haggai. “here is that 
scattereth and yet increaseth.” ‘The liberal soul shall not want. “The 
liberal deviseth liberal things, and by liberal things shall he stand.” 

If all such texts apply to contributions for the support of the poor, es. 
pecially poor saints, where the claims are founded on charity, how much 
more emphatic, their application to ministerial support, in which the 
claims are founded both in charity and equity, though they are not at pre- 
sent enforced by human laws’ 

We have reason to bless God that notwithstanding many temporal dis. 
couragements, he puts it into the hearts of so many to imitate the most 
illustrious example of the great and holy apostle of the Gentiles, to dedi- 
cate themselves to the Lord for the work of the holy ministry and to look 
for their reward from the best and most bountiful of masters in a better 
country, even a heavenly. This too is the more praiseworthy as the 
difficulties which they have to encounter ordinarily commence long be- 
fore they enter on their ministry. For while parents who have the 
means, generally educate their sons for the learned professions of the law 
and medicine, itis commonly thought enough, that those who are destin. 
ed for the ministry, be furnished with a collegiate education, and then left 
to their own efforts, or to the liberality of the church, for the attainment 
of athevlogical education, qualifying them for the pulpit. 

After all, the ministers of the gospel, by owing no man any thing, by 
purchasing no article until they can pay for it, by making the first appro- 
priation out of their salary for the payment of rents, and by a strict 
economy, can “ provide things honest in the sight of all men.” Life, 
and consequently their toils and privations, are short, and ‘ having turn- 
ed many unto righteousness, they shall shine as the brightness of the fir- 
mament and as the stars for ever and ever.” 


Arr. IX. Miscellany. 
Stanper.—We are sorry to perceive in alate number of “ The Re- 
formed Presbyterian” a repetition of the oft-repeated slander, that Sece- 
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gers deny “ Christ's Headship over the nations.” That the Reformed 
Presbyterians make their ministers and members subscribe to this charge 
as held forth in their te Reformation Principles Exhibited,” by no 
means makes the thing true. We are, indeed, surprised that the respec- 
table editor of the above paper should, at this time be found reiterating 
the slander referred to, when he knows, that the Associate Synod in a 
communication to his Synod, not long since, utterly denied the truth of 
the charge and complained of the misrepresentation. But it seems, the 
profoundly wise Mr. Roney has the means of knowing what Seceders 
believe much better than they know themselves. 


Cecu.—Previous to his conversion, Mr. Cecil, one night lying in bed, 
was contemplating the case of his mother. ‘I see,’ said he within him- 
self, ‘two unquestionable facts: First, my mother is greatly afflicted in 
circumstances, body, and mind; and yet I see that she cheerfully bears 
up under all, by the support she derives from constantly retiring to her 
closet and her Bible. Secondly, that she has a secret spring of comfort, 
of which I know nothing; while I, who give an unbounded loose to my 
appetites, and seek pleasure by every means, seldom or never find it. 
It, however, there is any such comfort in religion, why may not I attain 
it as well as my mother? 1 will immediately seek it of God?” He in- 
stantly rose in his bed, and began to pray. But he was soon damped in 
his attempt, by recollecting that much of his mother’s comfort seemed 
to arise from her faith in Christ. * Now,’ thought he, ‘ this Christ 1 have 
ridiculed. He stands much in my way, and can form no part of my 
prayers. In utter confusion of mind, therefore, he lay down again. 
Next day, however, he continued to pray to the “Supreme Being,” and 
began to consult books, and to attend preachers. His difficulties were 
gradually removed, and his objections answered, and his course of life 
began to amend. He now listened to the pious admonitions of his 
mother, which he had before affected to receive with pride and scorn; 
yet they fixed themselves in his heart like a barbed arrow: and though 
the eflects were at the time concealed from her observation, yet tears 
would fall from his eyes as he passed along the streets, from the impres- 
sion she had left on his mind. Now he would discourse with her, and 
hear her without outrage ; which led her to hope that a gracious princi- 
ple was forming in his heart, and more especially as he then attended the 
preaching of the word. Thus he made some progress ; but felt no small 
difficulty in separating from his favorite connections. Light, however, 
broke into his mind, tll he gradually discovered that Jesus Christ, so far 
from “ standing in his way,’ was the only “ way, the truth, and the life,” 
to all that come unto God by him. 


EXCELLENCE oF THE Scriprures.—When I first began attentively to 
read the Scriptures, and, (according to my custom when I read books 
whereof I have a promising expectation,) to mark in the margin the pas- 
sages that seemed to deserve a peculiar notice or reflection, I marked 
but here and there some verses ina chapter; but when upon a greater 
familiarity with the idiotisms, the sense, and the applicableness of Scrip- 
ture, I came to re-survey it, I then in some places marked the whole chap- 
ter, and in most others left much fewer texts unfurnished with some 
mark of reference. And whereas at my entrance I took even the choi- 
cest parts of the Bible to be at best but like some Indian province, 
wherein, though mines and gems were more abundant than in other coun- 
tries, yet they were but spa;ingly to be met with here and there ; after 
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a competent stay, my ensuing perusals presented it to me, if not as a 
royal jewel, made up of gold and precious stones, yet, which is more oly 
rious, like Aaron’? breast plate, a sacred jewel, the particular instructions 
for which were given by God himself, and which, besides the Various 
number of flaming gems set in fine gold, and placed in a mysterioys i. 
der, was ennobled by that Urim and Thumim, wherein God vouchsa. 
fed to reveal himself to mortals, and was adorned with so much cunning 
work in gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen, that the contri. 
vance and workmanship lent a lustre to the glittering materials Without 
being concealed by them. This experiment keeps me from wonderino 
to find in the inspired poet’s description of the man he attributes a bless. 
edness to, that “ that his delight is in the law of the Lord and in his |aw 
will he meditate day and night.” For the Hebrew word translated gp. 
light seems there emphatically to signify a study replenished with so 
much delight to the devout and intelligent prosecutors of it, that like the 
hallelujahs of the blessed, it is at once a duty and a pleasure, an exercise 
and a recompense of piety. And, indeed, if God's blessing upon the 
aevout Christians study of that book do, according to the Psalmist’s pray- 
er, ‘ open his eyes to discern the hidden wonders contained in it, he 
should (in imitation of him that in the same Psalm says of his God 
Psalm cxix. 12, ‘I rejoice at thy word as one that findeth great spoil.” 
be as satisfied as navigators that discover unknown countries, And | 
must confess, that when sometimes with the apostles in the mount, I con- 
template Moses and Elias talking with Christ—l mean the law and the 
prophets symphonizing with the Gospel, I cannot but (resemblingly trans- 
ported with a like motive,) exclaim with Peter, ‘It is good for me to be 
here ;’ and cease to think the Psalmist an hyperbolist, for comparing the 
transcendent sweetness of God's word to that inferior one of honey, 
which is like it in nothing more than in that of both their suavities, expe- 
rience gives much more advantageous notions than descriptions can. 


Art. X. Notices. 

Wituam 8. Youne, of Philadelphia, is about publishing “ Craighead 
on the Lord’s Supper.” This is a valuable little work, which has been 
long and extensively known both in this and the Mother conntry. It is 
said to be one of the best Treatises ever written on the Sacrament of 
the Supper. It will form an 18mo. vol. of 200 pages, and will be sold, 
neatly bound in sheep, at $3 per dozen, or 30 cts. a single copy.—lt 
would be desirable that every family m our church were possessed of a 
copy of this cheap little book. 


We have published about one half of the “ Precious Remedies” and 
propose to continue the publication of them in the next volume, till 
completed. 

“The Historical Sketch of the United Brethren or Moravians” is 
only published in part, the remainder will appear in next vol. if our Cor- 
respondent be permitted, in the Providence of God, to furnish us with 
the copy. 

There will be an endeavor to render the next vol. of the Monitor as 
interesting and edifying to the subscribers as possible: And as hereto- 
fore we shall confidently expect the co-operation of our brethren in sus- 
taining the work. 


~ 





CONTENTS O 


Anniversaries, New-York........ 
Anti-Slavery Society ic 
American ‘Tract Soctety..... 
Assembly, General 
Albany, Keport of Pre sbyter ry of. 
Alleghany. Report of Pres. of 
Actfora Fast. 
Anniversaries, Lond lou 
Apostoli al Consistency... eee 
Aix liven Doctrines and Doings sie 3 
sronement, Value of 
Account of James Slater 
\bolitionism , eT er 
Apparel Females’ . 
\unual Meeting of ‘the 
Geneva «++ +> ° 
Assurance ° 
Austrian Le opol i Soci ie ty 
American Peuple, W arnings 
Priestto... ec eesecceoeoereces 
Aged Christians, a Letterto....... 
Ashton John, Obituary of 
Assoviate Soviely of Enquiry, 
Action of Associate Synod respecting Slavery. . 5 
Animadversions on an Article by A. R. ...... 
4. R., Animadversions on an article of 
Baptist Bible Society ....ccec 
Bible Society, American. 
Board of Managers of The ologic al 
Reportof... er S 
Bible Society, Keport of Treasnrer ‘eoee 
British and Foreign ..... 
Britisn and Foreign ‘Temperance Socicty 
Bradbury Thomas, Memoir of ........... 
Biography of Sir Matthew Hale... . 
Bible in Spain. . ereee 
Bishop Dubois and his Indians 
Rit ne “ee 
ary for the Truth. Displaying a B «ey 
Bible Calvinism coe 
Co ob te Society, 
Convention, Presbyterian . 
Cambridge, Report of Preebytery of 
Chartiers, Report of Presbytery of 
Christian in the World .... ° 
Council, R. Catholic Provine ial 
Colore { Popul: ition, Remarks respec ting 114, ‘3h, 
Country, Religious interests of in danger 
Convention, New Light Presbyterian , 
ee 
Children . 
Characier of a Good Ww ife . can 
Conversation on Conscience. ...... 
Charity . . 
Causes of the c ‘ontinuance of E rror. 
Calumnies of R. Catholics in France 
Ceylon .. 
Christ's Death, the Nature of 
Calvinism, Bible Seen 
Cecil ... 
Dangers Threatening the Religious Interests ‘of 
our Country ° a ° ee 
Duties of a Husband 
Decision of the meen case. 
Distilleries 
Do ctrines, 


Letter to 


Se minary, 


N.Y. City 


43 
130 
Is4 
, 336 
285 
289 
383 
Se 
111 
415 
{2 
472 
502 


a7 


Die 


130 
, 24 
230 
25 
420 
453 
194 
512 
192 


lergyman’s 


Erskine, Rev. Ralph’s Works 


} (seneral Assembly... 


2 Husband, 


2 High Places, 


5\lumutability Divine, 


2 Jerusalem, 
} Judah, the Prophet of 


F VOL. XIV. 


Ecclesiastical Record 
Ecclesiustica! Proceedings. » eddies 
“vangelical Society, &c. at Genev: Bocce eB 
-rror, Caures of the continuance of. 
“Xtracts from a Clergyman’s Diary 
i ne nee of Facts Pras 
sxceilence of the Scriptures 
‘oreign Mi:sions, cn aa cas dae 
‘urther Remarks respecting the Treatment of 
our Colored Population ....... 
Femaie Apparel. 
“relinghuy se n, Hon. 
“acts, Eloquence of 


Theodore, Remarks of . 


Germany, Southern and " Middle, 
from . ° . 
General Sy nod of ” Ref. Dutch Church . ve © 6 
Guthrie, Jumes, his Sermon... 
Speech of... 


Heathenism of Popery 


intelligence 


5 Home Missionary Society 


History of rise of Neology in | Netherlands. 
The Duties of . . neve 
Hale, Sir Matthew, Biograpt hy of. 
Holland, Persecution in 
How to treat the Sick and Dy ing ; . 
Historical Sketch of the United Bre thre n “460, ‘487, 
eOWOnG, IGUSO GE 2 oc ee ce ccccccccs 
Hearing the Word .........56. 

Murder in .... 

idolatrous Names, use of to be : avok ded 
influence of Rome n Catholicism EY 
not destroyed by the Doc- 
been Reconciled by the 


trine that God 

Death ot Christ . 
Internal state of the Church in inc liz l 
Indifference to Doctrines ......... 
DT ob tehs HOee 4 0ee's 
Dn sceencan cee e 6.6% 
Mission to... 


nas 


Kent, Chancellor, Letter of.... . 
Londen, moral condition of... . 
Luther, Martin Incognito. 


i Lyle, Report on case of Rev. 


London Annivedsaries. . 

Letter of James Kent to Ed. L ivingston, 
Leopold Socie % 
Lovejoy Rev. 

* Let us pray” ne 
Letter to aged c hristia Me. «ce 
Letter to the Associate Society ‘of E nquiry, 
Luther’s Commentary on the Pope’s Bull 
Modern Revivals, . TwTETiT tT 
Missions Foreign, 

Martin Luther, 

Minutes of Sy nod, ° 
Muskingum Report of Presby te ry. 

Miami Report of Presbytery of 
Minority in Gen. Ass. Proceedings of . 
Missions to the Heathen, Q’s viewson... . 
Memoir of Rev. T. Bradbury ....... 
Missionary Intelligence. . . 
McNeil Archibald, Obituary of 
Means of Reform 
Murder of Rev. E. P. Lovejoy 
Mission to Canada, Swiss... . 

Moravians, Historical Sketch of 
Murder in High places ....... 
Ministerial Support . 


A ‘Murder on 


. 114, 351, 4 


"460, 487, 535 
528 


568 





CONTENTS. 


Page. 


New-York Anniversaries. 
Nevlogy, 

——— 
New- ork, 


Notices 
Observance of the Sabbath owe 


reflections un by an Elder, 
W — 1 


jis, sole 
Pubii 


.. 432, 480, 


Observations on Seceder’s t nveiling of Theology s 
58 


Ohio, Report of Presbytery of 
On Strictness of Religious profession and practice 
Obituary of Mr. Ale sander Y oung 
Mr. Archibald MeNeii Jr, 
Mr. John Ashton 
Oath of Declaration . 
Popery, The Heathenism of 
Prayer, right position in pididlieci 
Presbyterian Education Society. 
Peace Society ° 
Presbyterian C onvention 
Patrons, to our... 
Profession, Re marks on a " public aie 
Phila lelphia, Report of Presbytery of ....... 


Sketch of History of in a Nethe ris nds 13 25 159 


a 


‘528, oid 


Seceders, Their influence in 
servance of the Sabbath . .. 
Socieiy, Baptist Bible oun owen 
Scaumen’s Friend . . 
Anti-Slavery. : 
Temperanre U nion. 
Sunday School 
American ‘Tract 
Home Missionary .......,, 
N. Y¥. City Colunization — 
American Bible. . 
Presbyte"ian Education 
Americah “eace . 
Stamford, Report of Presby tery of. 
} Shenango, Keport of P meng of 
statisti cal Tables . eNbee 6 oan 
Sucietyism investigated . . .. 15: 
Slater, Account of James . 
Sweden, Religious state of 
Sermon by James Guthrie 


33 


7 
15 


es the x 


SHFGKKEELEGE 


Soul and body —' aw 
Spain, Bible in > 060s o6% ue 
Seotland, Calvinism am se20eons oon . a. 
Sabbath in Engiand............ pes: 
Swiss Mission to Canada .......,, 
South Africa,..... ev bhowe 
Servants, Duties of . 


Proceedings of Minority in Gen, Ass........ 

Payment for Periodicals 

Presbyterians in the latter part of 
t-enth century 

Profession Religious, strictness of 

Paul, the character of. 

Proceedings of New Light Presbyterian ’Con- Slavery, Action of Ass. 
vention 184|Speech of Guthrie 
Phrenology .- . 2°6/Support Ministerial 
Persecution in » Holland TRBBlander 2. cccccsccccccccccncecccocccccece 57 2 
Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices, 405|S _riptures, excellence of ers 

5, 556/"The influence which Seceders may —_— in 
22 relation to the Sabbath Lt 2 
. 431|/Theology, Unveiling of i 
od I+|The moral condition of London oll 
Right position in Prayer ........+.....+.. 2)Temperance Union ........ 
Revivals Modern .. . 28|Treasurer, Reportof ..... 
Remarks on the subjec t oft a public ’ Profe: »ssion 49, 389) Assistant Report of 
Report of B. Murphy, Treasurer veceee 55/The Character of Paul 
D). Hauston, Treasurer . 95|The Manchineel . - 
Board of Managers of Theologic cal ‘Be- iT he Sick and Dying, How to tre ‘at. oSenh - a 2 
mnary 62|The Prophet of Judah at Bethel 438, 
Resolutions re rape c cting the Board of The ologic al |The Old ‘Testament, a ” of the rule of ‘Poke. 
Seminary : 75) @e... ; 
Roman ¢ Catholic Provential Coune “il 06/The N ature of c hrist’ 8 : Death . 
Retormed Dutch Church, Gen. Synod of . 143|Temperance Items 
Religious State of Sweden ; 181/Use of Idolatrous names to be avoided. 
|Unveiling of ‘Theology, observations on 
Unveiling of Theology o ele ¢ a0 On 
72; United Brethren, Sketch of 
Value of the Atonement. ........ecce00. 
Wobemteryiews Beetee oc ccc cctcce 0 chueeal 
Western Mission, Report on 


95 
the seven- 
97 
117 oe cceee 
, 241 bo ecedes ctbeetas 
‘Sy nod respecting . . , , 
0 0000 Coee cn ccceccecouccees +. 564 


Q's views on Missions to the Heathen. 
Queen of Englund’s Oath of Declaration . 
Roman Catholicism, influence of 


Roman Cotholics, a» exclusion. of from 
Parliament ...... ‘ bd be. 0's 

Reason in Religion 

Reflections on Nationat Sine. "by an aged E ider 275 

Reform, means of . ide’ nevbhee i 

Repentance,Re marks on. 


: 208, 
against Satan’s Devices, 


364, 405, 465, 515, 


Remedies Pree ious 

3} Whether the Doctrine that God has been Ree on- 

Remarks on 1 Cor. XV. ciled by the Death of Christ, &c. 

Roman Catholies in France, " Calumuies of ‘Ke Wolff, Rev. Joseph 

Rule of Faith and Practice, the Old ‘Testame nt a a | Wife, Seriptural character of a ‘good. 
partof .. . 44°) Warnings of a French Catholic et 

Rem arkabl e Conversion 4#(| We do not pray enough 


181, 528 Young, Alexander, Obituary of . 











— 








we 


aos 


i 
' 




















